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Latina  lesbian  prof 
banned  by  Rutgers 


Luz  Maria  Umpierre,  who  has  filed  a 
discrimination  suit  against  the  New  Jersey 
school,  claimes  the  university  will  not  let  her 
return  to  campus  unless  she  undergoes 
psychiatric  tests 


By  Chris  Bull 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  N.J.  —  In  her  con¬ 
tinuing  struggle  against  the  Rutgers  Univer¬ 
sity  administration,  Luz  Maria  Umpierre, 
tenured  associate  professor  of  Puerto  Rican 
and  Hispanic  Caribbean  Studies  since  1978, 
was  suspended  and  barred  from  entering  the 
campus  on  March  1 . 

Umpierre,  a  faculty  advisor  to  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Caucus  for  the  Modern 
Languages,  told  GCN  that  when  she  called 
in  sick  recently  administration  officials  at 
the  university  demanded  that  she  undergo  a 
psychiatric  evaluation  before  returning  to 
her  duties.  Umpierre  refused  and  was  prompt¬ 
ly  suspended  with  pay  midway  through 
the  semester.  She  said  the  administration 
threatened  to  call  campus  police  to  have  her 
arrested  if  she  set  foot  on  campus. 

Umpierre  said  the  administration’s  de¬ 
mand  that  she  undergo  a  psychiatric  ex¬ 
amination  was  an  attempt  to  discredit  her 
political  activity  on  campus.  She  said  such  a 
request  by  the  administration  was  “un¬ 
precedented”  and  violates  her  contract  with 
the  school. 

Rutgers  spokesperson  Amy  Melvin  told 
GCN  that  Umpierre  was  on  “sick  leave” 
and  denied  that  the  administration  had  ask¬ 
ed  her  to  undergo  a  psychiatric  evaluation. 

Last  March,  Umpierre  filed  a  discrimina¬ 
tion  complaint  against  the  school  with  the 
New  Jersey  Equal  Employment  Opportuni¬ 
ty  Commission  (EEOC),  charging  harass¬ 
ment  on  the  basis  of  her  race  and  sexual 
orientation.  (See  GCN  Vol.  14,  No.  46)  Um¬ 
pierre  was  twice  unfairly  passed  over  for  the 
position  of  chairperson  of  the  department  in 
favor  of  a  man,  and  she  was  subjected  to 
sexual  harassment,  according  to  the  com¬ 
plaint. 

EEOC  hearings  are  scheduled  for  next 


month,  according  to  Umpierre.  Umpierre 
could  not  comment  on  the  possibility  of  a 
lawsuit  against  the  university.  Lawyers  for 
both  sides  in  the  dispute  are  currently 
negotiating,  she  said. 

Umpierre  explained  that  the  university 
administration  found  the  excuse  they  were 
looking  for  to  get  rid  of  her  when  she  called 
in  sick.  She  said  the  administration  assumes 
anyone  who  challenges  the  widespread 
racism,  sexism  and  homophobia  on  campus 
“must  be  crazy....  It’s  all  because  I  filed 
charges  against  them.  It’s  a  habit,  they 
always  retaliate  against  people  who 
challenge  them.” 

Several  faculty  members  close  to  Um¬ 
pierre  declined  to  comment  on  the  case.  One 
professor  who  wished  to  remain  anonymous 
told  GCN  that  other  faculty  members  feared 
reprisals  from  the  administration  if  they 
spoke  out. 

Students  loyal  to  Umpierre  are  boycotting 
classes  taught  by  a  substitute.  Maria  Gar- 
zon,  spokesperson  for  the  student  group 
supporting  Umpierre,  said  the  administra¬ 
tion  has  given  them  “the  run-around,”  — 
refusing  to  answer  questions  about  Um¬ 
pierre ’s  status.  She  said  that  a  course  titled 
“Literature  and  Culture  of  the  Caribbean” 
is  now  being  taught  by  a  man  who  told  the 
class  Argentina  was  part  of  the  Caribbean. 
“I  don’t  know  what  map  he  is  using,”  said 
Garzon.  She  added  that  attendance  is  down 
by  at  least  one-half. 

“We  paid  our  tuition  and  signed  a  con¬ 
tract  to  take  courses  with  her  because  she  is 
an  excellent  professor  who  cares  deeply 
about  her  students,”  said  Garzon.  “The  ad¬ 
ministration  is  not  living  up  to  its  end  of  the 
bargain.”  Many  student  are  risking  their 
Continued  on  page  10 
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San  Francisco  considers 
domestic  partners 
legislation  again 

Will  the  post-Feinstein  era  yield  better  prospects  for  gay 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt’s  bill? 


By  Miranda  Kolbe 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Six  years  after 
former  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  vetoed  his 
original  “domestic  partners”  legislation, 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  has  come  up  with  a 
proposal  which,  he  says,  “will  put  the  com¬ 
mitted  relationships  of  thousands  of  San 
Francisco’s  unmarried  [heterosexual  and 
gay]  couples,  on  more  equal  footing  with 
those  of  married  couples.” 

Britt’s  proposal  aims  to  enable  unmarried 
domestic  partners  to  receive  benefits  accord¬ 
ed  to  spouses  under  worker’s  health,  retire¬ 
ment  and  life  insurance  plans.  The  proposal 
would  also  allow  unmarried  gay  or 
heterosexuals  couples  to  take  bereavement 
leave,  as  well  as  leave  to  take  care  of  the 
child  of  a  partner  when  an  employer  allows 
married  couples  to  do  so.  Futhermore,  Britt 
seeks  to  insure  the  rights  of  domestic  part¬ 
ners  to  hospital  and  prison  visitation  —  nor¬ 
mally  granted  only  to  spouses  and  members 
of  immediate  families. 

Under  Britt’s  legislation,  domestic  part¬ 
ners  are  two  people  who  live  together  and 
share  basic  living  expenses  —  although  not 
necessarily  equally  —  and  who  are  not 
related  in  such  a  way  as  to  preclude  marriage 
under  California  law.  Britt  expects  his 
legislation,  however,  to  dovetail  with  a  pro¬ 
posal  authored  by  Supervisor  Wendy 
Nelder,  which  would  allow  benefits  to  be  ac¬ 
corded  to  older  relatives. 

To  qualify  for  the  various  benefits  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  legislation  domestic  partners  would 
have  to  register  with  the  city.  If  the  couple 
chose  to  end  their  partnership,  they  would 
be  required  to  file  a  termination  notice.  Peo¬ 
ple  would  not-  be  allowed  to  register  with  a 
new  domestic  partner  until  six  months  after 
the  termination  of  a  previous  partnership. 

The  1988  legislation  differs  from  the  1982 


proposal  substantially,  according  to  Britt. 
He  said,  “[The  1988  version]  establishes  the 
right  to  child  care  and  bereavement  leave  for 
the  first  time....  [These  benefits]  would  be 
available  to  people  employed  by  private 
employers....”  The  new  proposal  also  calls 
for  a  pilot  program,  in  which  a  small  group 
of  domestic  partners  would  receive  health 
and  retirement  benefits  in  order  to  estimate 
the  costs  of  this  aspect  of  the  proposal  to  the 
city. 

Another  significant  difference,  not  men¬ 
tioned  by  Britt,  is  that  the  equation  between 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“To  die  with  AIDS  is  to  die  without  dignity, 
I’ve  seen  it  in  my  hospice  work.  You  are 
treated  like  a  leper.  To  me  it’s  worse  than 
cancer,  because  cancer  nurses  don’t  come 
into  your  room  with  masks  and  gloves.” 

—  Entertainer  Eva  Gabor  (Lisa 
Douglas  on  TV’s  Green  Acres)  discussing 
her  work  with  cancer  patients  and  people 
with  AIDS. 


Ex-Arizona  Governor  Evan  Mecham 


Arizona  Senate 
gives  Mecham  the 
boot 

PHOENIX,  AZ  —  Gov.  Evan  Mecham 
was  removed  from  office  on  April  4  after  the 
Arizona  Senate  found  him  guilty  of  two 
charges  of  misconduct.  The  ruling  came  a 
month  into  the  impeachment  trial  of  the 
.ultraconservative  governor  who  has  raised 
ire  across  the  political  spectrum  for  his 
racist,  sexist  and  homophobic  positions. 
Mecham,  the  first  U.S.  governor  to  be  im¬ 
peached  and  removed  from  office  in  59 
years,  was  ousted  on  the  20th  anniversary  of 
the  assassination  of  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
—  Mecham  first  drew  wide  criticism  in 
January  1987  when  he  rescinded  a  state  holi¬ 
day  to  honor  the  slain  civil  rights  leader. 

The  Republican-controlled  Senate  voted 
21-9  to  convict  Mecham  of  attempting  to 
thwart  a  death-threat  investigation. 
Senators  voted  26-4  to  convict  the  governor 
of  misusing  $80,000  of  state  funds  in  a  loan 
to  his  auto  dealership.  A  third  charge  — 
concealing  a  $350,000  campaign  loan  —  was 
dismissed  by  the  Senate  in  late  March. 
(Mecham  still  faces  a  criminal  trial  on  all 
three  counts  later  this  month.) 

A  motion  to  bar  Mecham  from  ever 
holding  state  office  in  Arizona  fell  three 
votes  short  of  a  two-thirds  majority.  It  has 
yet  to  be  decided  whether  Mecham  may  run 
again  for  the  governorship  in  a  special  elec¬ 
tion  slated  for  May  17.  Meanwhile,  Acting 
Gov.  Rose  Mofford,  a  Democrat,  has 
assumed  office.  The  special  election  was 
scheduled  several  months  ago  when  a  broad- 
based  coalition  of  anti-Mechamites,  led  by 
gay  activist  Ed  Buck,  collected  enough 
signatures  to  force  a  recall  vote  on  Mecham. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

National  S/M- 
Leather  coalition 
formed 

DALLAS  —  A  Valentine’s  Day  weekend 
conference  attended  by  125  men  and  women 
from  around  the  country  produced  a  steer¬ 
ing  committee  to  coordinate  a  national  net¬ 
work  of  S/M-Leather  organizations.  The 
new  coalition  is  tentatively  called  Safe-Sane- 
Consensual  Adults  (SSCA). 

Conference  participants  represented  over 
55  organizations  and  businesses  and  deter¬ 
mined  that  the  new  coalition  should  include 
lesbian,  gay,  bisexual  and  heterosexual 
groups.  “The  SSCA  is  a  logical,  evolu¬ 
tionary  step  in  the  liberation  effort  for  a 


subculture  of  kinky  people  within  our  socie¬ 
ty,  men  and  women  who  practice  an  alter¬ 
nate  and  fulfilling  sexual  lifestyle.” 

For  more  information,  write: 
SSCA/Beyond  Vanilla,  P.O.  Box  11314, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94101. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Dykes  bike  for 
dough 

BOSTON  —  The  Moving  Violations 
Motorcycle  Club  will  hold  its  Third  Annual 
Benefit  Run  on  Sat.,  May  14.  Women  motor¬ 
cyclists  and  their  passengers  are  invited  to 
take  part  in  the  100-mile  round  trip  to 
Salisbury  Beach. 

Riders  and  passengers  will  solicit  per-mile 
pledges  in  an  effort  to  raise  funds  for  the 
Massachusetts  Coalition  of  Battered 
Women’s  Service  Group.  Last  year  the  club 
raised  $8000  for  the  Boston  Area  Rape 
Crisis  Center. 

To  make  a  donation,  sponsor  a  rider,  or 
find  out  more  about  the  ride,  call  Jennifer 
Buchwald,  (617)  354-0428. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Dubuque  gay 
marchers  hoping 
history  won’t  repeat 
itself 

DUBUQUE,  Iowa  —  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  here  are  planning  their  second  annual 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  march  with  hopes  that 
this  year’s  event  will  be  a  more  positive  ex¬ 
perience  than  their  last.  In  September,  a 
rather  small  group  of  Dubuque’s  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  and  their  supporters  staged  their  first 
march  and  were  pelted  with  eggs,  verbally 
harassed  and  threatened  by  between  200  and 
300  hecklers. 

One  of  the  most  disturbing  aspects  of  the 
fall  fiasco  was  the  failure  of  Dubuque  police 
to  protect  the  marchers.  John  Mauss,  the 
chief  of  police,  defended  the  cops’  inaction, 
saying  “We  don’t  like  egg  throwing,  but  no 
one  was  hurt.”  The  city’s  mayor,  James 
Brady,  went  on  record  after  the  incident  say¬ 
ing  the  only  gay  people  he  had  ever  known 
were  child  molesters. 

Organizers  of  this  year’s  march  are  seek¬ 
ing  national  support  for  the  event,  through 
publicity  and  participation.  Anyone  in¬ 
terested  in  attending  the  April  30  event 
should  contact  Stacie  Neldaughter  or  Ginny 
Lynns.  Write  to  P.O.  Box  495,  Dubuque, 
IA  52001,  or  call  (319)  583-9018  or  (319) 
582-5352. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Many  messages  in 
Australian  Women’s 
Day  celebrations 

SYDNEY,  AUSTRALIA  —  Fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  women  turned  out  for  the  annual  Inter¬ 
national  Women’s  Day  demonstration  and 
parade  here. 

A  woman  who  said  she  had  marched  in 
every  Women’s  Day  march  since  1975  said 


that  it  was  still  necessary  to  march  because 
many  issues  for  women  had  not  been  resolv¬ 
ed.  “Women  are  still  being  bashed  and 
raped,”  she  said.  The  woman  quoted  a  re¬ 
cent  federal  government  survey  that  re¬ 
ported  one  in  five  Australians  condoned  the 


use  of  violence  by  a  man  against  his  wife  or 
partner. 

The  1988  march  was  led  by  Aboriginal 
women  and  their  children.  The  theme  for 
the  event  was  “Colonization  —  Decoloniza¬ 
tion!”  which  was  keeping  with  the  Bicenten¬ 
nial  Protest  in  1988.  Huge  demonstrations 
have  been  held  in  Australia  this  year  to  pro¬ 
test  celebrations  of  the  200  year  anniversary 
of  British  colonization.  Lesbian  banners 
were  prominent  throughout  the  march, 
many  of  them  supporting  calls  for 
Aboriginal  land  rights.  At  the  big  rally 
following  the  march,  the  principal  speakers 
were  Koori  women. 

Maureen  Watson,  in  her  call  for  solidari¬ 
ty,  drew  attention  to  one  of  the  banners  car¬ 
ried  in  the  march  which  said  “40,000  Years 
is  Not  a  bicentnary!”  She  pointed  to  the 
ground  on  which  most  of  her  listeners  were 
sitting.  “Since  the  dawn  of  time,”  she  said, 
“Koori  women  have  sat  where  you  are  sit¬ 
ting  and  will  continue  to  do  so.” 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Democratic  clubs 
support  D.C. 
statehood 

WASHINGTON  —  The  National 
Association  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic 
Clubs  has  gone  on  record  supporting 
statehood  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
D.C.  residents  currently  have  no  voting 
representation  in  Congress,  and  laws  passed 
by  the  District’s  city  government  are  subject 
to  Congressional  veto. 

Christine  R.  Riddiough,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  NAGLDC  and  herself  a  D.C.  voter, 
said  “NAGLDC  has  long  supported  the 
Democratic  Party  policy  of  civil  rights  for 
all  Americans.  This  resolution  in  support  of 
D.C.  statehood  is  one  more  step  in  that 
direction.”  She  added,  “If  the  laws  of 
California  or  Illinois  were  subject  to  veto  by 
senators  from  Massachusetts  and  Florida, 
the  uproar  would  be  tremendous.  This  situa¬ 
tion  is  no  different.” 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  example  of 
Congress  exerting  its  will  on  D.C.  residents 
was  its  veto  of  a  law  passed  by  the  D.C.  City 
Council  repealing  the  district’s  sodomy  law. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Israel  legalizes  gay 
sex 

JERUSALEM  —  The  Israeli  Knesset 
recently  passed  a  series  of  laws  dealing  with 
sex  and  crime  which  included  the  repeal  of  a 
law  banning  sex  between  consenting  adults 
of  the  same  gender. 

The  anti-gay  sex  law  dates  back  to  British 
Mandate-era  Palestine,  according  to  the 
Boston  Herald,  but  no  one  had  ever  been 
prosecuted  for  homosexual  activity.  The  law 
carried  a  ten  year  prison  sentence. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

doming  out’ 
resources  for 
prisoners 

Gay  and  lesbian  prisoners,  who  are  inside 
for  reasons  arising  mainly  out  of  poverty 
and  racial  discrimination/frustration,  are 
treated  with  much  more  contempt  than 
those  of  us  out  here  in  ‘minimum  security’: 
both  inside  (fewer  jobs,  less  physical  safety 
&  more  parole  requirements)  and  outside 
(many  halfway  houses  won’t  accept  gays). 

This  is  especially  true  for  those  gay/les¬ 
bian  prisoners  who  are  upfront  about  who 
they  are.  And  it  can  happen  because  ‘our 
community’  is  so  indifferent  (and  thus  ig¬ 
norant)  about  the  practically  unaccountable 
power  of  prison  bureaucracy  (not  to  speak 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  etc). 

Help  GCN  support  these  people’s  coming 
back  into  our  midst  (as  basically  all  of  them 
do!)  by  sending  us  up-to-date  tips  on  job  & 
training  opportunities,  low  cost  temporary 
housing,  and  any  other  info  that  could  be 
useful  to  someone  coming  out  with  the 
stigma  “ex -con.”  (Imagine  for  a  moment 
trying  to  set  yourself  up  in  a  new  town  with 
little  or  no  $$  and  just  out  of  the  joint.)  Bet¬ 
ter  yet,  let  us  hear  that  we  can  refer  people  in 
your  area  to  you  for  such  info! 

Also,  books  (both  educational  &  others) 
are  harder  to  get  in  prisons,  where  ‘libraries’ 


(such  as  they  were)  are  being  converted  to 
dorms  when  enough  money  can’t  be  scared 
out  of  legislators  to  build  new  prisons.  Ask 
your  local  gay/lesbian/lefty  bookstore 
about  the  chance  of  putting  a  box  there  for* 
people  to  leave  books  they’ve  already  read  & 
will  donate  to  a  prisoner  (&  even  a  jar  for 
postage  $!)  This  is  a  small  project  that  gets 
you  much  gratitude  from  prisoners  (who  are 
driven  a  bit  ‘mad’  stuck  in  a  cage  with 
nothing  to  do  much  of  the  time),  and  it’s 
easily  done  on  a  once-a-month  basis.  Write 
GCN  for  details  if  you  like. 

Most  gay/lesbian  newspapers  don’t  even 
respond  with  a  polite  “Sorry...”  to 
prisoners  who  ask  for  penpal  ads  or  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves  in  letters.  How  about 
writing  your  local  rag  about  this.  If  they 
want  to  hear  more  about  GCN’s  experience 
with  the  Prisoner  Project,  just  have  them 
write  us.  Thanks! 

□  Mike  Riegle 


Looking  for 
leathermen 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Men  who  were  in¬ 
volved  in  gay  leathersex  and  associated  bike 
clubs  during  the  1950s  and  before  1970  are 
asked  to  participate  in  a  research  project 
documenting  the  gay  male  leather-S/M  sub¬ 
culture  in  the  United  States.  Confidentiality 
of  names  of  participants  will  be  kept.  Con¬ 
tact  Stuart  Norman,  P.O.  Box  11536,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94101. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Women  who 
learned  they  were 
Jewish  as  adults 

SANTA  CRUZ,  Calif.  —  Contributions 
are  being  solicited  from  women  who  did  not 
learn  they  were  Jewish  until  they  were  adults 
for  an  anthology.  HerBooks,  a  lesbian 
feminist  press,  seeks  narratives,  poem,  jour¬ 
nal  entries,  essays,  letters,  line  drawings  and 
black  and  white  photographs  from  all 
women  who  discovered  their  Jewish  heritage 
as  adults. 

Send  contributions  with  SASE  by  June  1 , 
1988,  to:  HerBooks,  P.O.  Box  7467,  Santa 
Cruz,  CA  95061. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Florida  governor 
favors  quarantine  of 
PWAs 

TALLAHASSEE,  FL  —  Gov.  Bob  Mar¬ 
tinez  told  a  joint  session  of  the  Florida 
Legislature  he  supports  legislation  now  pen¬ 
ding  in  the  state  House  and  Senate  which 
would  permit  quarantine  of  people  with 
AIDS,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe. 

“AIDS  carries  [s/c]  who  refuse  to  inhibit 
their  contacts,  who  refuse  to  stop  spreading 
this  fatal  disease,  should  no  more  be  allowed 
to  roam  free  than  criminals  armed  with  a 
deadly  weapon.  The  time  has  come  to 
quarantine  those  whose  character  and  con¬ 
duct  are  a  clear  threat  to  society,”  Martinez 
said. 

□  Christopher  Wittke 
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PWA  group  struggles  to 
reach  people  of  color 

Latino  PWA  Loren  Laureano  claims  people  of  color  with 
AIDS  need  their  own  national  organization 


By  Chris  Bull 

BALTIMORE  —  Latino  AIDS  activist 
Loren  Laureano  accused  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  PWAs  (NAPWA)  of 
“dragging  its  feet”  on  minority  concerns 
and  called  for  an  alternative  organization 
for  people  of  color  with  AIDS.  Laureano’s 
charges  came  after  a  March  19  meeting  of 
NAPWA’s  board  of  directors  at  which  an 
ad  hoc  Minority  Affairs  Committee  (MAC) 
was  formed. 

Laureano  expressed  skepticism  about  the 
MAC’S  actual  power  within  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  criticized  NAPWA  members  who 
opposed  its  formation.  “NAPWA  is  putting 
us  in  positions  [in  the  organization],  but 
without  power  or  authority.  We  have  no  ac¬ 
cess  to  funds.  They  [take]  information  from 
us  but  what  are  we  supposed  to  take  back  to 
our  communities?”  said  Laureano. 

Founded  in  1984,  NAPWA  serves  as  an 
advocacy  center  for  24,000  PWAs  and  68 
PWA  coalitions  around  the  country.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Executive  Director  Steven  Beck, 
NAPWA  has  four  primary  goals:  creating 
self-empowering  programs  for  PWAs;  pro¬ 
moting  PWA  partnerships  in  health  care 
and  social  services;  enhancing  the  public 
perception  of  PWAs;  and  contributing  to 
safe  sex  education  and  supporting  research 
into  the  treatment  and  cure  of  AIDS.  NAP¬ 
WA  also  works  to  support  progressive 
AIDS  legislation. 


Arnie  Zane 

Post-modernist  dancer  and 
choreographer  dies 


By  Michael  Bronski 

VALLEY  COTTAGE,  N.Y.  —  Arnie 
Zane,  choreographer  and  dancer,  died 
March  31  at  his  home  of  AIDS-related  lym¬ 
phoma.  He  was  39  years  old. 

Zane  was  best  known  for  his  artistic  co¬ 
direction,  along  with  his  lover  Bill  T.  Jones, 
of  Bill  T.  Jones-Arnie  Zane  and  Company, 
one  of  the  best-known  and  most  respected 
post-modernist  dance  troups.  Zane’s  earlier 
work  as  a  photographer  influenced  his 
dance  aesthetic.  His  and  Jones’s 
choreography  was  noted  for  its  formal 
values  and  visual  style  which  mixed  the 
abstract  with  the  anecdotal. 

Zane  and  Jones  met  and  began  working  in 
1971.  They  formed  the  American  Dance 
Asylum  with  Lois  Welk  in  1973  in  Bingham¬ 
ton,  New  York.  After  touring  the  United 
States  and  Europe  the  two  choreographer- 
dancers  formed  the  Jones-Zane  company  in 
1982.  Their  first  piece  premiered  at  the  Next 
Wave  dance  festival  at  the  Brooklyn 
Academy  of  Music.  Since  that  time  they 
have  won  both  popular  and  critical  acclaim 
for  their  athletic,  energetic  and  punchy 
dance  style.  One  of  their  hallmarks  was  to 
dance  to  music  by  noted  post-modernist 
composers  who  incorporated  narration  and 


Kevin 

Patterson 

Playwright  Kevin  Patterson 
dies  of  AIDS 

By  Michael  Bronski 

NEW  YORK  —  Kevin  Patterson,  a 
playwright  and  theater  press  representative, 
died  of  complications  from  AIDS  March  18 
at  his  home  in  New  York  City.  He  was  32 
years  old. 

For  the  past  ten  years  Patterson  gained  a 
reputation  as  one  of  the  best  up-and- 
coming  press  reps  in  the  New  York  theater. 
He  represented  many  Broadway  and  off- 
Broadway  shows,  and  in  1985  he  joined  the 
public  relations  staff  of  Joe  Papp’s  New 
York  Shakespeare  Festival.  Last  year  the 
Festival  also  lost  to  AIDS  director  Charles 


NAPWA  coordinates  testimony  of 
PWAs  before  Congress  and  speaking 
engagements  at  the  many  AIDS  con¬ 
ferences,  forums  and  seminars  around  the 
country.  Beck  said  NAPWA  helps  PWAs 
put  out  a  consistent  and  strong  message 
about  the  need  for  humane  treatment  of 
PWAs  and  PWARCs. 

Laureano,  a  March  on  Washington 
organizer  from  Houston,  said  that  although 
NAPWA’s  board  of  directors  includes  more 
people  of  color  than  almost  any  national 
organization,  the  extent  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic  in  minority  communities  warrants 
more  than  “token”  representation. 
Laureano  stated  NAPWA  must  commit  to 
“do  whatever  it  takes”  to  involve  people  of 
color  with  AIDS  in  PWA  organizations.  He 
suggested  giving  MAC  the  authority  and 
resources  to  send  people  of  color  with  AIDS 
around  the  country  educating  and  organiz¬ 
ing  other  people  of  color  with  AIDS,  who  all 
too  often  “get  sick  and  are  never  heard  from 
again.” 

Beck  agreed  with  Laureano  that  NAP¬ 
WA’s  outreach  to  people  of  color  needs  to  be 
expanded.  Beck  stressed,  however,  that 
NAPWA  has  already  made  important 
strides  to  involve  people  of  color  in  the 
PWA  organizing  process.  He  challenged 
critics  to  find  a  national  organization  as 

Continued  on  page  12 


Suit  challenges  FCC  to 
define  indecency 

After  the  FCC’s  crackdown  on  the  gay  radio  play  Jerker 
and  other  programs  last  April,  programmers  around  the 
country  have  been  intimidated  and  have  resorted  to  self¬ 
censorship.  Litigation  is  pending  that  would  require  the  FCC 
to  explicitly  state  what  is  unacceptable  for  viewers  and 
listeners. 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  Broadcasters  and 
citizens  groups  asked  the  U.S.  District  Court 
of  Appeals  here  to  force  the  Federal  Com¬ 
munications  Commission  (FCC)  to  spell  out 
its  landmark  ruling  last  November  banning 
radio  and  TV  broadcasts  of  “indecent” 
material  before  midnight.  Ironically,  the 
radio  station  whose  programming  “in  part” 
triggered  the  FCC’s  crackdown  said  it 
could  not  afford  to  take  part  in  the  appeal. 

KPFK-FM  in  Los  Angeles  and  its  parent 
Pacifica  Foundation  —  considered  pioneers 
in  community-based  radio  —  declined  to 
participate  because,  according  to  attorney 
John  Crigler,  they  had  been  “exonerated” 
by  the  FCC  in  December  “and  it’s  simply 
too  onerous  to  sustain  the  cost.”  Crigler’s 
comments  were  made  to  the  100  people  at¬ 
tending  a  forum  on  airwave  improprieties  at 
Catholic  University. 

The  FCC  originally  issued  the  non¬ 
commercial,  listener-supported  station  a 
warning  for  a  late-night  broadcast  of  Jerker , 
a  play  about  AIDS.  The  piece  was  part  of 
KPFK’s  gay  program  “IMRU?” 

Jerker  broadcasts  and  shows  aired  on  two 
other  stations,  prompting  the  FCC  last  April 
to  change  its  six-year  policy  of  treating  radio 
“just  like  an  appliance”  —  requiring  no  at¬ 
tention  —  and  keeping  hands  off  content 
after  10  p.m.,  said  attorney  William  Ken- 
nard.  “The  issue  of  indecency  reared  its  ugly 
head  and  put  the  fear  of  death  in  broad¬ 
casters  who  didn’t  understand  the  ruling.” 

Also  abandoned  in  April  was  an  1 1 -year- 
old  practice  of  using  comedian  George 


Carlin’s  “Seven  Dirty  Words”  skit  as  the 
basis  for  defining  indecency.  Another 
Pacifica  station,  WBAI  in  New  York  City, 
which  aired  Carlin’s  piece,  was  found  by  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  1978  to  have 
violated  federal  law  against  airing  material 
that  “describes  or  depicts,  in  terms  patently 

“We  do  have  to  question  any 
area  of  law  that  is  so 
undefined  that  it  gives  people 
the  impression  on  the  air  that 
they  need  to  wipe  out  of  their 
consciousness  material  that 
ordinarily  would  be 
enriching,  helpful,  and 
inspiring.  ” 

offensive  as  measured  by  contemporary 
community  standards  for  the  broadcast 
medium,  sexual,  or  excretory  activities  or 
organs.”  After  Carlin,  Crigler  said,  “Pacifica 
got  tired  of  being  a  pioneer.  We  didn’t  know 
we  were  doomed  to  be  a  pioneer  again.” 

After  the  Carlin  ruling,  said  FCC  assistant 
counsel  Richard  Bozelli,  some  stations 
“started  testing  and  pushing  the  limits”  so 
the  Commission  decided  “the  law  had  to  be 
drawn  before  they  went  too  far”  with  “ver¬ 
bal  shock  treatment.” 

The  current  filing  seeks  reinstitution  of  10 
Continued  on  page  10 


Run,  Jane,  run! 


Arnie  Zane  (R),  with  Bill  T.  Jones 

texts  into  their  art.  Many  critics  saw  them  as 
the  perfect  visual  interpreters  of  this  newly- 
emerged  musical  form. 

Zane  was  born  in  the  Bronx  and  attended 
New  York  public  schools  and  then  the  State 
University  at  Binghamton.  When  he  worked 
on  his  own  Zane  received  many  fellowships 
for  both  his  dancing  and  his  choreography. 
In  1980  he  and  Jones  received  the  German 
Critics  Award  for  “Blauvelt  Mountain,” 
and  in  1986  the  two  men  were  awarded  the 
“Bessie”  —  the  New  York  Dance  Perfor¬ 
mance  Award  —  for  their  collective  work. 

In  addition  to  Jones,  Zane  is  survived  by 
his  parents  and  two  siblings  and  is 
remembered  by  many  fans  and  dance  en¬ 
thusiasts. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Ludlam  who  was  about  to  stage  Titus  An- 
dronicus. 

But  it  was  as  a  playwright  that  Patterson 
wished  to  be  known.  His  plays  A  Safe  Har¬ 
bor  and  Fascination  Cha-Cha  have  been 
presented  by  regional  theaters,  and  his  rising 
reputation  as  a  writer  was  firmly  established 
with  his  work  A  Most  Secret  War ,  which 
was  presented  at  the  Harold  Curlman 
Theater  in  December  of  1987.  Based  upon 
The  Enigma,  Andrew  Hodges’s  biography 
of  gay  scientist  Alan  Turing,  A  Most  Secret 
War  was  one  of  two  plays  on  Turing’s  life 
which  hit  the  boards.  Although  Hugh  Whit¬ 
more’s  Breaking  the  Code  is  continuing  a 
Broadway  run  (basically  because  of  the 
bravura  performance  by  actor  Derek 
Jacobi),  many  critics  claimed  that  Patter¬ 
son’s  version  of  the  same  material  was  bet¬ 
ter,  and  that  his  treatment  of  Turing’s 
homosexuality  was  more  sensitive. 

A  memorial  service  for  Kevin  Patterson 
will  be  held  April  18  at  6  p.m.  at  the  Public 
Theater,  425  Lafayette  St.,  New  York. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Feminization  of  Power  tour  aims  to  put  more  women  on  the 
ballot,  but  slick  campaign-style  marketing  fails  to  attract 
diverse  followers 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  With  enough  razzle-dazzle 
to  rival  the  flashiest  of  carnivals,  the 
Feminization  of  Power  campaign  is  cutting 
an  inspirational  swath  across  the  U.S. 
Thundering  from  town  to  town,  organizers 
stage  feminist  pep  rallies  urging  more 
women  to  enter  the  fray  of  electoral  politics. 
In  halls  resplendent  with  raspberry-pink 
banners  and  swelling  with  rousing  song, 
amidst  all  the  heightened  fervor  of  religious 
revival  meetings,  women  —  and  an  occa¬ 
sional  man  —  sign  the  vow  of  the  “Feminist 
Majority”:  “I  pledge  not  to  work  for,  nor 
support  with  my  vote,  money  or  time,  any 
candidate  who  does  not  support  and  work 
for  women’s  rights  and  feminist 
principles.” 

The  Feminization  of  Power  tour  (called 
“Take  the  Power”)  is  the  brainchild  of  Ellie 
Smeal,  former  president  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW).  Billed  as 
a  convention-style  event,  the  tour  combines 
lecture,  sing-along,  networking  and  fund¬ 
raising  in  an  appeal  for  the  feminist  in¬ 
filtration  of  hallowed  government 
chambers.  Smeal  and  colleagues  cite  ex¬ 
tremely  lopsided  statistics  on  gender 
representation  in  public  decision  making: 
women  comprise  less  than  five  percent  of 
the  U.S.  Congress  and  only  15.6  percent  of 
state  legislatures. 

“Recent  attacks  on  women’s  rights  and 
the  unraveling  of  sixty  years  of  civil  rights 
achievements  has  convinced  feminists 
across  the  country  that  the  current  make-up 
of  our  legislatures  must  change,”  Smeal 
says.  “In  the  late  ‘60s,  the  ‘70s  and  ‘80s,  a 
major  organizing  tool  of  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  was  consciousness-raising  sessions. 
There  we  learned  together  that  the  problem 
wasn’t  personal,  but  political.  In  the  1990s 
feminists  will  add  another  organizing  tool  — 
‘Take  the  Power’  sessions.  There  we  will 
help  solve  the  problem  by  directly  taking 
political  power.” 


WHY  VOTE  FOR 
THE  LESSER  OF 
TWO  EVILS? 


HELP  FIND  CANDIDATES 
YOU  CAN  BELIEVE  IN. 


Feminization  of  Power  motto 

Smeal  promotes  a  “National  Feminist 
Agenda”  as  a  component  of  the  four-year 
Feminization  of  Power  plan.  The  agenda, 
aimed  at  making  feminist  concerns  central 

'7/2  the  1990s  feminists  will 
add  another  organizing  tool 
—  ' Take  the  Power’  sessions. 
There  we  will  help  solve  the 
problem  by  directly  taking 
political  power.  ” 

to  the  1988  elections,  includes  equality  issues 
ranging  from  economic  justice  to  les- 
bian/gay  rights  to  peace  and  disarmament. 
In  addition  to  the  national  tour,  the  cam¬ 
paign  is  bolstered  by  a  media  blitz  and  field 
organizing  to  encourage  support  for 
feminist  candidates  and  the  feminist  agen- 
Continuedon  page  12 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Membership  Update 

The  next  membership  meeting  —  open  to  all  board, 
staff  and  ongoing  volunteers  —  is  WEDNESDAY 
APRIL  13  from  6-9  p.m.  and  will  primarily  consist  of 
a  workshop/discussion  on  class  issues  at  GCN.  The 
class  discussion  takes  place  as  part  of  organizing  ef¬ 
forts  to  create  a  supplement  on  class  politics  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  movement. 

Again,  all  members  are  encouraged  to  join  us 
April  13  (and  to  bring  food  to  share).  Call  426-4469 
with  any  questions. 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


pushes  us  off  to  someone  else  who  is 
against  what  we  ask.  A  hopeless  situation. 
When  we  appeal  their  assaults,  harassments 
and  tampering  with  our  mail,  they  treat  us 
like  animals.  We  fight  and  we  lose.  We  are 
not  trying  in  the  dark  to  get  our  radios  back. 

Our  concern  is  to  take  the  warden  to  court 
to  get  our  rights  equal  to  those  of  other  in¬ 
mates  (men),  but  we  have  no  legal 
assistance. 

Now  we  need  support  to  get  back  what  we 
lost  when  Mr.  Morris  took  the  job  last  year 
and  shows  no  concern  or  little  human  emo¬ 
tion  for  our  suffering. 

Delana  Emery 
17088 

1479  Collins  Ave 
Marysville,  OH  43040 

Integrate  Black  lesbian  and  gay 
writers 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
director  of  the  National  Black  Writers  Con¬ 
ference: 


This  day  I  weep  bitterly 

Dear  GCN: 

In  Alabama  they  are  testing  all  1300  in¬ 
mates  in  this  prison  and  108  have  tested 
positive  as  of  this  day.  Here  HIV  positives 
are  isolated  and  some  of  us  have  been  doing 
our  best  to  educate  our  brothers  about 
AIDS  but  it  just  goes  on.  So  now  108  of  my 
family  members  don’t  know  what  tom- 
morow  will  bring.  Nothing  to  look  forward 
to. 

The  winner  is  not  who  beats  the  disease 
today  because  we  are  all  fighting  this  battle 
that’s  causing  so  much  hurt  and  pain.  We 
are  fighting  to  help  our  brothers  here  deal 
with  their  loneliness.  There  are  a  lot  of 
things  gay  men  and  women  can  do,  both  in 
and  out  of  prison.  Inmates  in  the  AIDS 
ward  can  have  a  rap  group  here  and  others 
can  find  ways  to  help  them  get  radios  and 
things  that  mean  a  lot  to  someone  kept  in  a 
cell  alone  all  day  and  night.  A  radio  can  be 
your  closest  friend  at  night  when  you  are 
dealing  with  your  disease  alone. 

Prisoners  have  always  been  ‘out  of  sight, 
out  of  mind’  so  it’s  not  surprising  that  in¬ 
mates  with  AIDS  are  ignored  by  ‘family  and 
friends’  and  some  members  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  too. 

During  the  March  to  Washington  we 
didn’t  see  any  pictures  of  posters  for  in¬ 
mates  with  AIDS.  We  can’t  march  to 
Washington  but  we  march  every  day  to 
small  cells  to  help  friends  here  deal  with 
AIDS. 

I  not  only  weep  for  my  brothers  in  prison 
with  AIDS,  I  also  have  a  friend  that  I  love 
with  all  my  heart  who  has  AIDS  on  the  out¬ 
side  of  the  walls.  Through  his  courage  he 
gives  me  courage  to  fight  and  go  on.  If  it 
wasn’t  for  Richard  and  Boston  MACT 
[Men  of  All  Colors  Together]  there 
wouldn’t  be  any  AIDS  information  in  the 
Alabama  prisons. 

We  are  few  but  we  are  strong.  Because 
there  is  much  work  to  be  done.  We  must 
keep  on  educating  our  brothers.  We  are  also 
making  wooden  model  ships  [GCN  note: 
these  are  extraordinarily  beautiful  hand¬ 
made  models  of  sailing  ships.  You  may  want 
to  order  one  from  Nathaniel.]  to  sell  and 
buy  small  radios  to  keep  the  inmates  with 
AIDS  company.  Without  support  from 
each  other,  inside  and  out,  we  are  ships 
without  sails. 

Thank  you  Richard,  MACT,  and  GCN! 

Nathaniel  Barnes 
136238  H-34 

_  100  Warrior  Lane 

®  Bessemer,  AL  35023 

Continued  support  needed  at 
women’s  prison 

Dear  GCN: 

We’d  like  to  thank  everyone  out  there  for 
your  concern  in  response  to  our  letter.  We 
have  ended  the  hunger  strike  knowing  that 
we  need  to  get  support  in  other  ways.  We  are 
alone  and  desperate  in  this  area  and  not 
quite  sure  what  to  do  next.  Our  warden 
shows  no  concern  and  the  things  we  have 
wanted  most  have  been  denied.  We  women 
are  not  permitted  phone  calls  and  visits  are 
almost  impossible.  There’s  never  privacy 
and  even  lawyers  have  been  refused  entry. 

Mr.  Morris  the  new  warden  never  speaks 
to  us  or  answers  our  letters.  Instead  he 


Dear  Dr.  Nunez-Harrell: 

Please  accept  our  greetings  and  commen¬ 
dations  to  the  conveners  and  participants 
of  THE  SECOND  NATIONAL  BLACK 
WRITERS  CONFERENCE.  This  is  indeed 
a  very  noteworthy  and  newsworthy  occasion 
deserving  the  attention  of  all  Americans 
who  are  involved  in  the  arts  and  humanities. 

Unfortunately,  the  conference  caught  our 
attention  because  of  the  minimal  participa¬ 
tion  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  writers  of  color 
scheduled  as  panelists.  Clearly,  discussions 
of  the  images  of  Black  men,  women, 
children,  and  families  in  the  context  of  pro¬ 
totypes  and  stereotypes,  and  new  trends  and 
emerging  images  would  benefit  greatly  by 
the  insights  and  experiences  of  members  of  a 
growing  wave  of  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay 
writers.  These  writers  are  doing  more  than 
carrying  on  the  traditions  established  by 
historical  Black  literary  figures  such  as 
Angelina  Weld  Grimke,  Richard  Bruce 
Nugent,  Alice  Dunbar  Nelson,  and  Alain 
Locke,  but  unlike  their  predecessors  break 
new  ground  for  refusing  to  hide  their  sexual 
identities,  and  by  addressing  the  social, 
political,  and  psychological  oppression  of 
Blacks,  Lesbians,  and  Gays  in  their  writing. 
These  men  and  women  write  with  cons¬ 
cience  and  integrity,  and  without  fear  of 
how  a  potential  readership  of  literary  peers 
will  respond. 

The  organizers  of  this  conference  have 
responded  by:  a)  not  broadening  their 
sociological  definition  of  “family”  to  be  in¬ 
clusive  of  alternative  family  structures  by 
allowing  for  more  varied  panel  perspectives 
through  the  inclusion  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
writers;  b)  not  making  a  conscious  outreach 
effort  to  solicit  conference  registration  from 
a  wider  range  of  both  established  and  fledg¬ 
ling  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  writers;  and  c) 
including  writers  such  as  Barbara  Smith  and 
Becky  Bertha  too  late  for  their  names  to  be 
included  in  conference  promotional  materi¬ 
als.  Such  oversights  are  unacceptable,  inex¬ 
cusable,  and  indicative  of  the  oppressive 
behaviors  of  which  alienated  segments  of 
our  society  are  capable. 

It  is  our  desire  and  request  that  this  letter 
be  read  at  the  Closing  Session  of  THE  SEC¬ 
OND  NATIONAL  BLACK  WRITERS 
CONFERENCE  in  an  effort  to  enlighten 
participants  about  the  growing  need  for  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  progressive  viewpoints.  It  is  also 
our  desire  that  a  resolution  be  introduced 
and  passed  to  fully  integrate  Black  Lesbian 
and  Gay  writers,  educators,  and  publishers 
into  all  aspects  —  including  program  plan¬ 
ning,  panel  participation,  and  registration 
solicitation  —  of  upcoming  conferences. 

We  thank  you  for  your  time  and  atten¬ 
tion,  and  offer  our  assistance  with  your 
future  endeavors. 

Sincerely, 

_  Craig  G.  Harris 

Washington,  DC 

AIDS  and  syphilis 

Dear  GCN: 

In  December,  contributors  to  the  New 
England  Journal  of  Medicine  suggested  that 
syphilis  can  proceed  to  neurosyphilis  as 
quickly  as  two  months  after  infection.  This 
poses  a  real  dilemma  in  testing  and  treat¬ 
ment. 

If  you  are  exposed  to  syphilis  and 
diagnosed  soon  enough,  the  standard  pro¬ 
tocol,  2.4  million  units  of  benzathine  pen- 
nicillin,  may  take  care  of  it  (although  many 
syphilologists  now  question  that). 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


If  the  diagnosis  is  delayed  —  if  you  are  in¬ 
fected  anally  or  vaginally,  or  there  is  simply 
no  chancre  sore  —  the  syphilis  may  get  be¬ 
yond  the  blood  brain  barrier  into  the  cere¬ 
brospinal  fluid  or  the  eye.  Routine  testing 
for  syphilis  may  expose  the  blood  infection, 
but  not  the  neurological  one.  You  may  then 
be  treated  with  benzathine  penicillin  and 
told  you  are  cured. 

But  the  horror  of  this  protocol  is  that  ben¬ 
zathine  penicillin  does  not  cross  the  blood- 
brain  barrier  and  is  therefore  ineffective  in 
the  treatment  of  neurosyphilis.  How  many 
people  dying  of  AIDS  dementia  are  really 
dying  of  neurosyphilis  is  a  question  that  is 
coming  up  more  and  more. 

The  CDC  said  in  1982  that  two-thirds  of 
gay  men  had  had  syphilis.  If  you  have  not 
been  regularly  and  properly  tested  for 
syphilis  throughout  your  sex  life,  you  could 
be  harboring  neurosyphilis  and  not  be  aware 
of  it. 

To  complicate  matters,  HIV-positive  per¬ 
sons  may  test  falsely  on  the  standard  syphilis 
blood  tests  because  they  may  not  be  able  to 
mount  the  “normal”  immunological  re¬ 
sponse  required  of  such  tests.  One  can  try 
hunting  syphilitic  treponemes  directly  by 
having  skin  irregularities  (rashes,  swollen 
lymphs,  etc.)  biopsied  and  subjected  to  a 
silver-staining  test.  But  some  researchers 
suggest  we  may  be  dealing  with  a  blood-to- 
blood  infection  and  not  a  direct  trepomenal 
one,  and  treponemes  may  not  be  found 
(syphilitic  plasma  without  treponemes  has 
been  demonstrated  in  the  test  tube.) 

January’s  Atlantic  magazine  brought  the 
AIDS/syphilis  connection  into  the  main¬ 
stream  consciousness  and  discussed  in  par¬ 
ticular  the  testing  dilemma.  Some  of  us  pa¬ 
tients  have  banded  together  not  to  cham¬ 
pion  the  theory  but  to  explore  it.  We  know, 
for  example,  there  are  three  new  tests  for 
syphilis  being  developed.  If  you  would  like 
to  know  more,  write  us. 

Mike  Smith 
Patient  Advocate  Network 
_  279  Collingwood 

San  Francisco,  CA 


Homophobic  merry-go-round 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  a  transvestite  and  due  to  my  ef¬ 
feminate  appearance,  I’ve  been  in  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Segregation  90  percent  of  the 
time  that  I’ve  been  in  federal  custody  and 
have  been  transferred  to  5  different  institu¬ 
tions.  As  soon  as  I  arrive  they  put  me  in  the 
hole.  I  get  no  type  of  due  process.  I  have  no 
disciplinary  write-ups.  My  life  is  not  in 
jeopardy.  I’ve  never  testified  against 
anyone,  no  enemies,  etc. 

There’s  no  legal  reason  why  I  should  be 
kept  being  placed  in  the  hole  and  shuffled  all 
around  the  country.  I’ve  even  been  forced  3 
times  to  get  the  AIDS  test  (which  have  all 
come  back  negative).  The  Bureau  of  Prisons 
has  gone  against  their  own  policies  and  a 
slew  of  other  constitutional  rights. 

What  happens  when  I  arrive  somewhere  is 
they  isolate  me  and  notify  the  Regional  of¬ 
fice  they  want  me  transferred.  The  Regional 
takes  a  couple  months  to  redesignate  me, 
and  when  I  get  to  the  new  place  the  same 
thing  happens  again.  It’s  called  (unofficial¬ 
ly)  the  ‘merry-go-round’.  This  is  how 
they’ve  chosen  to  deal  with  me  because  of 
my  appearance  and  their  homophobia. 

From  speaking  with  other  prisoners 
who’ve  experienced  the  same  treatment,  it’s 
not  an  easy  situation  to  get  out  of.  The  only 
course  to  take  is  to  get  a  restraining  order  so 
I  can’t  be  taken  out  of  the  institution  and 
then  try  to  get  an  attorney  to  file  a  suit  at¬ 
tacking  this  harassment,  discrimination  and 
constitutional  rights  violation.  Once  they’re 
exposed,  I’ll  be  left  alone. 

I  don’t  have  the  funds  (or  family)  to  do 
any  of  this.  I’m  afraid  to  imagine  what  my 
mental  health  will  be  like  by  1991  when  my 
time  is  up  if  this  keeps  up.  If  there’s  any 
assistance  out  there,  it’d  be  gratefully  ap¬ 
preciated. 

John  F.  Harding 
05369-016 
Box  1000 
Milan,  MI  48160 


We  only 
went  out 
five  times 

By  Rex  Wockner 

Your  funeral,  Jeff  is  in  progress.  1  told  the 
office  I  wouldn’t  be  in  today,  set  the  alarm 
for  7:30,  called  that  little  town  to  find  out 
where  the  Catholic  church  was,  got  out  my 
suit  to  see  if  the  pants  would  button  (they 
wouldn’t),  and  then  made  some  decaf  and 
sat  down  at  the  typewriter.  We  only  went 
out  four  or  five  times,  and  yet  all  this 
weekend  I  was  feeling  I  should  go  to  your 
funeral  today.  I  guess  I  wondered  if  any  gay 
people  would  be  there. 

You  lived  in  a  farmhouse  in  a  town  so 
small  it’s  not  on  my  state  map.  You  never 
went  to  bars  or  gay  community  events,  op¬ 
ting  instead  for  infrequent  trips  to  video  ar¬ 
cades.  In  the  blue  collar,  melodically  ac¬ 
cented,  downstate-Illinois  farmer  world  in 
which  you  lived,  it  might  turn  out  that  your 
only  funeral  mourners  are  your  mom  and 
dad’s  childhood  friends. 

I  wanted  to  go,  looking  as  handsome  and 
well-groomed  as  possible,  just  so  the  ones 
who  did  know  you  were  gay  would  think 
maybe  there  had  been  someone  in  your  gay 
life  who  brought  you  happiness.  I  wanted  to 
go  and  stay  seated  during  the  parts  of  the 
mass  when  everyone  stands  and  kneels,  so 
they  could  maybe  suspect  that  you  would 
never  have  chosen  a  Catholic  mass  as  your 
exit  ceremony  for  this  world.  I  wonder  if  the 
priest  will  even  mention  AIDS  in  his  homily. 

I  wanted  to  pay  my  tributes  to  you  today 
too,  Jeff.  The  Sunday  newspaper,  which 
didn’t  mention  AIDS,  said  you  were  35.  I 
never  would  have  guessed  it.  You  looked  25, 
with  your  uncombed  wavy  brown  hair  and 
your  scraggly  beard  that  tried  to  cover  your 
whole  face.  You  were  the  epitome  of  rural- 


Faimess  doesn  7  seem  to 
really  have  a  home  in  an 
accidentally  evolved  universe 
which  recently  evolved  a 
queer  new  virus. 


Midwestern  masculinity.  It  wasn’t  a 
uniform.  You  really  wore  shit-kicker  boots, 
boot-cut  Levi’s,  a  thick  leather  belt  and  a 
faded  flannel  shirt.  Your  jeans  always  bag¬ 
ged  in  the  butt,  like  those  of  straight  men. 

I  can  remember  going  to  dinner  with  you 
once  at  Pizzeria  Uno.  Even  if  I  wear  shit- 
kicker  boots,  faded  Levi’s  and  a  flannel 
shirt,  something  about  me  betrays  too  many 
years  around  universities.  In  the  same 
clothes,  you  exuded  farmboy  simplicity  and 
innocence.  Lots  of  people  looked  at  us, 
sensing  that  we  were  mismatched.  You 
seemed  uncomfortable  that  night  too. 
Perhaps  it  wasn’t  your  habit  to  go  on  dates 
with  men  at  fancy  pizza  restaurants.  Maybe 
you  weren’t  out  of  the  closet  enough  or 
maybe  it  just  wasn’t  how  your  libido  wanted 
to  spend  time  with  me.  We  went  back  to  my 
house  and  watched  a  special  anniversary  edi¬ 
tion  of  Carson  and  had  very  safe  sex. 

After  that  I  ran  into  you  in  town  a  few 
times,  including  once  just  two  months  ago. 
You  looked  fine,  although  you  told  me 
you’d  just  had  a  tough  battle  with  Hepatitis 
B.  Did  you  know  there  was  a  vaccine?  We 
still  really  caught  each  other’s  eye,  but  the 
people  at  the  pizza  joint  were  right,  we 
didn’t  have  much  to  talk  about.  So,  we  said 
we’d  see  each  other  around  sometime. 

As  I  sit  here  scribbling,  I  guess  your 
funeral  is  winding  to  a  close.  Perhaps 
everyone  is  standing  in  line  for  communion 
now.  I’m  sorry  I’m  not  there.  I  did  stay 
home  from  work  and  think  about  you.  It’s 
kind  of  unthinkable,  though,  to  be  30  and 
have  my  friends  dying.  I  wish  there  were 
something  profound  I  could  cull  from  it,  but 
all  I  can  feel  is  that  it’s  not  fair. 

Fairness  doesn’t  seem  to  really  have  a 
home,  however,  in  an  accidentally  evolved 
universe  which  recently  evolved  a  queer  new 
virus.  So  I’ll  just  curse  the  injustice  and 
hope  some  ruddy  men  did  show  up  at  that 
mass.  I’ll  miss  you. 

Rex  Wockner  is  a  reader  from  Chicago. 


Animal  research  &  AIDS: 
Ethics  and  effectiveness 


By  Sally  Miller  Gearhart 

Many  of  us,  I  daresay  most  particularly 
women,  have  over  the  centuries  increasingly 
mistrusted  the  foundations  of  western 
medical  practice.  We  have  wondered  about 
its  obsessive  drive  to  rid  humankind  of 
death  and  “imperfection”  at  any  cost.  We 
have  questioned  its  human  chauvinism,  its 
invasive  techniques,  its  disregard  for  pro¬ 
cess,  and  its  often  arrogant  disrespect  for 
the  intelligence  and  dignity  of  the  individual 
patient. 

Because  we  are  now  making  large  and 
justified  demands  upon  medical  and  phar¬ 
maceutical  institutions  and  because  we  are  a 
gentle,  but  angry  people,  lesbians,  gay  men 
and  feminists  can  have  a  tremendous  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  changing  of  current  scientific 
practices,  particularly  those  that  encourage 
useless,  redundant  and  inhumane  animal 
protocols.  Even  as  we  fight  for  our  own  lives 
and  the  lives  of  those  we  love,  we  can  teach 
medicine  and  industry  that  the  methods  by 
which  they  accomplish  their  goals  have  val¬ 
ues  in  themselves,  that  there  is  an  ethic  to  the 
“how”  of  science  as  well  as  to  its  “what.” 

The  California  AIDS  initiative  ( The 
AIDS  Research  Act  of  1988)  raises  a  serious 
question  of  conscience  for  many  of  us  who 
fight  for  both  lesbian/gay  causes  and  the 
liberation  of  animals.  My  first  reaction  was 
delight  that  we  had  finally  formulated  an  in¬ 
itiative  that  would  allow  Californians  to 
vote  FOR  an  AIDS  bill;  my  second  reaction 
was  dismay  that  the  initiative  was  for  AIDS 
research  instead  of  for  AIDS  education  and 
the  care  of  people  with  AIDS. 

The  problem  I  have  is  that  our  bill  could 
increase  the  imprisonment,  suffering  and 
death  of  nonhuman  animals.  AIDS  research 
is  of  two  kinds:  1)  that  which  seeks  a  CURE 
for  or  an  arrest  of  the  disease  in  people  with 
AIDS  or  in  those  who  are  antibody  posi¬ 
tive,  and  2)  that  which  seeks  PREVEN¬ 
TION,  specifically  research  to  discover  a 
vaccine  or  other  barriers  to  the  disease.  Even 
most  researchers  will  admit  that  animals  are 
not  necessary  in  the  first  area  when  so  many 
human  volunteers  are  eager  to  participate  in 
clinical  trials  for  newly-developed  drugs  and 
therapies. 

It  is  the  second  area  that  many  would 
argue  requires  animal  experimentation,  for 
before  a  vaccine  is  tested  on  human  subjects 
it  is  ordinarily  tested  on  animal  models.  The 
likelihood  is  not  great  that  healthy  human 
volunteers  will  elect  to  take  the  vaccine 
before  it  has  been  “proved”  to  work  on 
chimpanzees  or  other  animals  (though  some 
people  have  suggested  that  the  researchers 
who  are  convinced  that  HIV  is  harmless  and 
not  the  cause  of  AIDS  could  themselves 
volunteer  to  be  subjects  for  the  testing  of 
HIV  vaccines). 

I  want  research,  yes,  but  not  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  animals.  I  want  researchers  —  and 
lesbians,  gay  men,  and  feminists  —  to  aban¬ 
don  their  efforts  to  find  an  animal  model  for 
vaccine  testing  and  shift  the  money  present¬ 
ly  underwriting  that  highly  questionable 
research  into  an  area  that  we  know  is  effec¬ 
tive,  i.e.,  into  prevention  through  educa¬ 
tion. 

I  take  this  position  because  it  is  becoming 
clear  that  AIDS  is  not  a  part  of  non-human 
life  experience.  First,  empirically  speaking: 
seven  years  of  frantic  testing,  millions  of 
dollars,  and  thousands  of  animal  lives  have 
failed  to  give  any  animal  the  disease,  not 
even  the  chimpanzee,  the  most  promising 
non-human  subject.  Second,  scientifically 
speaking :  HIV  infects  humans  via  the  T-cells; 
the  fact  that  the  non-human  T-cell  structure 
(even  that  of  other  primates)  is  so  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  of  humans  casts  serious 
doubt  on  the  suitability  of  non-human 
animals  as  models  for  HIV  infection.  Final¬ 
ly,  behaviorally  speaking:  non-human 
animals  do  not  ordinarily  participate  in  the 
activities  that  most  frequently  transmit  the 
virus,  i.e.,  they  do  not  exchange  it  through 
anal  intercourse,  intravenous  drug  use,  of 
the  receiving  of  blood  products. 

In  other  words,  we  have  to  face  the 
possibility  that  AIDS  is  a  UNIQUELY 
human  disease  and  that  if  we  want  a  vaccine 
we  must  test  that  vaccine  only  on  human 
subjects  who  have  given  their  informed  con- 


the  November  1988  ballot.  That  body  resis¬ 
ted  doing  so  because  legislators  felt  that  the 
Governor  would  certainly  veto  the  action. 
Thus  we  are  left  with  the  task  of  getting  the 
signatures  ourselves  for  its  inclusion  on  the 
ballot. 

Originally  the  measure  had  proposed  the 
use  of  laboratory  animals  in  three  specific 
parts  of  its  detail.  When  the  statewide  com¬ 
mittee  set  to  work  to  ready  the  initiative  for 
the  signature-gathering  campaign,  some 
animal  rights  activists  from  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community  challenged  those 
recommendations.  The  committee  respond¬ 
ed  immediately;  it  deleted  those  three 
references  and  sent  the  entire  initiative  back 

We  have  to  face  the 
possibility  that  AIDS  is  a 
uniquely  human  disease  and 
that  if  we  want  a  vaccine  we 
must  test  that  vaccine  only  on 
human  subjects  who  have 
given  their  informed  consent. 

yet  again  through  all  the  red  tape  of  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  a  final  ap¬ 
proval.  Thus  what  is  before  us  is  a  proposi¬ 
tion  that  has  within  it  NO  REFERENCE 
WHATSOEVER  TO  ANIMAL  USE,  and 
even  more  important,  a  position  from  which 
any  such  reference  has  been  deliberately  and 
laboriously  deleted. 

The  fact  that  so  much  effort  went  into  this 
changing  of  the  language  testifies  that  we  do 
not  by  this  initiative  intend  any  AIDS 
research  to  use  animals.  Those  efforts  allow 
us  as  voters  to  expect  that  the  Board  ad¬ 
ministering  the  funding  will  steadfastly 
refuse  to  fund  any  such  research. 

Our  task  when  the  initiative  passes  will  be 
to  remind  the  board  and  the  legislature  of 
the  clear  intent  of  the  proposition.  Between 
now  and  November  our  task  is  to  educate 
ourselves,  medical  science,  and  the  phar¬ 
maceutical  industry  about  our  needs  as  a 
community  stricken  with  AIDS  and  about 
our  desire  not  to  exploit  other  species  in 
helping  ourselves. 

As  a  strong  political  entity  in  this  state 
and  in  the  nation,  our  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  is  in  an  almost  unique  position.  The 
epidemic  has  touched  our  lives  more  deeply 
than  it  has  touched  any  other  organized 
group  and  as  a  result  we  have  been  and  will 
continue  to  be  forced  to  deal  with  medical 
institutions  on  a  large  scale.  We  have 
discovered  over  these  years  some  of  the 
miracles  of  medical  science  and  some  truly 
sensitive,  caring,  and  intelligent  practi¬ 
tioners  of  it.  We  also  now  know  how  self- 
aggrandizing  and  with  what  questionable 
ethics  medical  science  can  operate.  We  have 
seen  that  the  pharmaceutical  industry  can  be 
competitive,  profiteering,  and  exploitative 
to  the  disadvantages  of  those  they  purport 
to  help. 

So  I  call  on  all  of  us  to  join  forces  with 
animal  rights  activists  and  to  make  the  next 
decade  more  than  just  a  battleground  for 
our  rights,  our  dignity,  and  our  health.  It 
can  be  as  well  a  time  for  our  education  of  the 
medical  establishment  and  a  time  for  our  ex¬ 
pression  of  concern  for  all  of  life,  whatever 
its  form. 

Sally  Miller  Gearhart  is  a  lesbian  and 
feminist  activist  and  writer  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  61  Berkeley  St, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


sent. 

If  I  understand  correctly  the  initiative’s 
history,  we  at  first  attempted  to  get  the  State 
Legislature  to  place  it  before  the  voters  on 
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International  conference 
ponders  homosexuality 

“Essentialist”  and  “ Constructivist  ”  theorists  duke  it  out 
cordially  at  winter  gathering  in  Amsterdam 


By  Christopher  Reed 

AMSTERDAM  —  About  500  gay  men 
and  lesbians  from  around  the  world  conven¬ 
ed  here  from  Dec.  15-18  for  an  international 
conference  on  homosexuality.  They  came  to 
a  city  where  the  lighthearted  friendliness  of 
its  inhabitants  combines  with  a  powerful 
commitment  to  political  decency.  Other 
contrasts  can  also  be  noted  here  —  in  the 
juxtaposition  of  the  Anne  Frank  House  and 
the  Homomonument  in  the  shadow  of  the 
picturesque  Westerkerk.  These  contrasts 
were  echoed  in  the  title  of  the  conference, 
“Homosexuality,  Which  Homosexuality?” 
which  provided  a  forum  for  a  debate  which 
has  consequences  for  the  academic  study  of 
homosexuality  and  potentially  profound 
political  ramifications. 

The  debate  that  the  HWH  conference  (as 
it  quickly  became  abbreviated)  addressed 
grew  out  of  conflicts  between  “essentialist” 
and  “constructivist”  scholars  at  the  last  two 
such  international  gatherings,  held  in  1985 
in  Toronto  and  1983  in  Amsterdam.  In 
brief,  the  essentialist  view,  arising  out  of 
19th  century  medical  discourse,  assumes 
that  homosexuality  is  an  innate,  historically 
continuous,  biological  phenomenon.  The 
constructivist  approach  arises  primarily  out 
of  20th  century  anthropological  research  in¬ 
to  incidence  of  and  attitudes  toward  same- 
sex  sexuality  in  so-called  non-Western 
cultures.  This  analysis  suggests  that  the  con¬ 
cept  of  homosexuality  —  indeed  the  whole 
notion  of  sexual  orientation  —  is  specific  to 
our  time  and  place  and  cannot  be  assumed 
to  be  mappable  onto  other  cultures. 

Carol  Vance,  a  sex  radical  and  an  an¬ 
thropologist  from  Columbia  University  in 
New  York,  opened  the  conference  with  a 
clear  and  insightful  analysis  of  both  sides  of 
the  issue.  She  attempted  to  create  a 
framework  for  the  conference  by  pre¬ 
empting  what  she  saw  as  a  fruitless  lines  of 
debate  based  on  misunderstandings  of  each 
position. 

Resistance  to  constructivism,  both  in  and 
outside  academe,  stems  primarily  from  anx¬ 
ieties  over  its  political  implications.  Might  it 
not  be  used  to  deny  gay  men  and  lesbians  a 
history?  Or  to  buttress  arguments  that 
homosexuality  is  learned  —  by  seduction 
even  —  and  might  be  overcome?  As  Esther 
Newton  has  been  quoted  as  responding  to 
“deconstructionists”  interested  in  notions 


in  which  we  have  found  our  sense  of 
ourselves  as  members  of  a  distinct  minority 
group  and  from  which  we  have  devised 
political  strategies  to  gain  rights  and 
recognition. 

Following  Vance’s  opening  remarks,  the 
conference  participants  dispersed  for  a 
series  of  about  100  workshops  in  a  variety  of 
fields.  The  constructivism/essentialism 
debate  was  pursued  most  closely  in  the 
history  and  social  science  panels,  while 
many  other  current  issues,  literature,  and  art 
workshops  focused  on  other  topics  of  in¬ 
terest,  with  speakers  presenting  the  fruits  of 
their  work. 

Despite  some  claims  to  the  contrary,  one 
reason  the  Dutch  intellectuals  are  so  in¬ 
terested  in  this  debate  is  that  gay  men  and 
lesbians  here  —  at  least  in  Amsterdam  — 
have  achieved  enough  political  success  to 
allow  for  a  measure  of  philosophical  reflec¬ 
tion  of  their  condition.  Homosexuality  here 
is  integrated  into  the  currents  of  mainstream 
society  to  an  extent  that  can  only  amaze  and 
exhilarate  more  embattled  foreigners.  Con¬ 
ference  organizers  found  themselves  in  the 
position  of  constantly  asserting  that 
Holland  was  not  “Heaven  on  earth.” 

The  conference  was  organized  by  a  group 
at  the  Free  University  and  the  Schorer  Foun¬ 
dation,  a  counseling  and  therapy  provider 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  A  healthy  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  panels,  therefore,  were  geared 
for  those  who  work  directly  with  individuals 
troubled  by  their  experience  of  the  current 
social  construction  of  homosexuality  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  their  bodies  and  lives.  This  focus 
brought  to  the  conference  an  atmosphere  of 
urgency  and  relevance  not  always  evident 
when  academics  gather  to  talk  shop.  It  also 
forced  discussion  to  turn  from  the  study  of 
large  social  groupings  common  in  construc¬ 
tivist  inquiry  to  the  level  of  the  individual, 
where  arguments  about  genetics  and  biology 
carry  more  weight. 

Dr.  Jan  Schippers  of  the  Schorer  Founda¬ 
tion  gave  several  presentations,  in  one  of 
them  addressing  the  therapeutic  potential  of 
constructivism.  The  analysis  can  empower 
individuals  to  free  themselves  from  both  the 
heterosexist  norms  and  cliches  of  gay  and 
lesbian  “lifestyle,”  which  some  experience 
as  oppressive.  In  such  cases,  seeing  social 
structures  as  constructed  rather  than  given 


WHICH 


of  homosexuality:  “Deconstruct  heterosex¬ 
uality  first!” 

Vance  stressed  that  in  the  constructivist 
view  homosexuality  as  a  concept  is  no  more 
constructed  than  heterosexuality  —  in  fact, 
each  term  relies  on  the  other  to  make  any 
sense.  She  insisted  that  constructivism  does 
not  imply  that  individuals  can  easily  alter 
their  sense  of  sexual  identity.  She  made  the 
analogy  that  national  identity,  which  few 
believe  to  be  biologically  fixed,  is  generally 
experienced  as  innate  and  relatively  cons¬ 
tant. 

Most  importantly,  Vance  stressed  that 
constructivism  is  not  an  answer,  but  a  way 
of  asking  questions.  It  is  not  the  conclusion 
that  contemporary  same-sex  sexuality  has 
nothing  in  common  with  geographically  or 
temporally  disparate  counterparts;  con¬ 
structivism  is  rather  the  proposition  that  we 
ought  to  find  out  what  the  areas  of  com¬ 
monality  and  differences  are  —  not  just 
assume  that  everyone  is  like  us. 

Vance  was  equally  eloquent  in  noting  con¬ 
structivism’s  potential  to  be  politically  and 
personally  debilitating,  as  it  calls  into  ques¬ 
tion  the  basis  of  homosexual  identity  —  one 


and  fixed  for  all  time  can  help  people  take 
more  control  over  their  lives.  Schippers  end¬ 
ed,  however,  by  arguing  for  a  combined  ap¬ 
proach,  seeing  essentialist  strategies,  such  as 
locating  homosexuals  in  history  and  emerg¬ 
ing  into  a  distinct  gay  community  as  crucial 
as  long  as  society  is  constructed  in  terms  that 
oppose  hetero-  to  homosexuality. 

This  attempt  to  combine  constructivism 
and  essentialism,  without  sacrificing  the 
hard-won  gains  of  gay  identity,  ran 
throughout  the  conference,  at  least  in 
response  to  contemporary  political  and 
social  issues.  It  would  have  been  instructive 
to  have  this  perspective  come  into  more 
direct  contact  with  the  more  hardline  con¬ 
structivism  of  some  anthropologists  and 
historians.  But  the  enormous  breadth  of  the 
conference  events,  which  necessitated  a 
schedule  packed  with  simultaneous  panels, 
unfortunately  precluded  much  interaction 
across  professional  fields  —  and,  more  im¬ 
portantly,  across  gender  lines. 

No  doubt  the  smooth  organization  of  the 
conference  by  its  Dutch  coordinators,  in¬ 
cluding  such  thoughtful  touches  as  free  bus 

Continued  on  page  7 
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No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.YV 
Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-474-6950 


South  Bay 
Veterinary 
Group 

587  Tremont  Street  South  End 
Four  Blocks  From  Copley  Place 
Louis.  J.  Guida,  DVM 
BOSTON'S  FULL-SERVICE 
VETERINARY  HOSPITAL 

266-6619 

Office  Hours  &  House  Calls 
Mon. -Sat.  by  appointment 

EMERGENCY  SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

-pESf^  FENWAY 
HU  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING  THE 
GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


OREX- 


ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Hawaii . 784 

Puerto  La  Cruz . 499 

Bonaire  . 449 

Antigua . 549 

Puerto  Vallarta  . 539 

Puerto  Rico . 549 

Ixtapa . 499 

Rio  De  Janeiro . 499 

Margarita  Island . 529 

Puerto  Plata . 589 

Mazatlan . 499 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


...AFTER  THE  MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON  -  WHAT  NEXT? 

FORWARD  IN  UNITY 

A  GRASSROOTS  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCE 
FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN 
May  13-15, 1988 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Nationally  known  speakers  and  workshop  leaders 
Networking  opportunities  with  experienced  local  leaders  and  potential  leaders 
Entertainment,  inspiration,  and  fun 

Leadership  includes:  Rep.  Karen  Clark,  City  Council  Member  Brian  Coyle,  Karen  Thompson,  John 
Bush,  Gil  Gerald  of  National  AIDS  Network,  representatives  from  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force,  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays, 
Black  and  White  Men  Together,  many  local  organizations  from  around  the  country,  and  you! 

Four  dozen  or  more  workshops  covering  all  areas  ol  the  contemporary  gay  and  lesbian  movement: 
fundraising,  organizing  for  legal  and  political  reforms,  working  within  institutions,  enabling  coalitiion 
and  solidarity  among  different  segments  of  the  community,  addressing  racism  and  sexism,  and  more! 

The  Conference  will  be  held  in  accessible  facilities  on  the  University  of  Minnesota  Campus.  Hotel  and 
community  housing  available.  S'4”  larships  available  tor  low  income  persons. 

Write  for  information  today: 

Forward  in  Unity,  P.  0.  Box  300171,  Minneapolis,  MN  55403 

Co-sponsored  by  University  Lesbians  and  University  Gay  Community.  Forward  in  Unity  is  supported,  in  part,  by  a  grant 
from  the  Headwaters  Fund. 


Insurance 


AUTO 


Insurance 


CALL  AND  COMPARE 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY 

★  No  Service  Fees  —  Ever!  ★ 

★  Rates  Quoted  Over  the  Phone  ★ 

★  Same  Day  Registration  Service  ★ 
★  Convenient  Monthly  Payment  Plans 

★  Cancelled  Policies  Replaced  * 
BROOKLINE  ROSLINDALE 


ALLSTON 


241  Washington  St.  4521  Washington  St.  168a  Brighton  Ave 


731-1015 


323-0800 


782-0400 


Our  offices  are  staffed  with  friendly,  knowledgeable 
people  to  answer  all  your  questions. 

CALL  THE  INSURANCE  PROFESSIONALS  FIRST 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 


(BOSTON'S  BE! 


“INTOXI¬ 

CATING!” 

—Arthur  Frttdman, 
Boston  H*rold 

“HILARIOUS!” 

—  John  ingstrom. 
Boston  Glob# 


“PUNCH, 

PIZZAZZ, 

SMASHING 

MATERIAL!” 

—Jo yc*  Kulhawlk. 
W1Z-TV 


Al  The  &o>ton  Cenlrr  (or  ihr  Arts 
539  Trrmont  St  reel 
Biiyion  MA  021  It 


Entertaining  Mr.Sloane 
by  Joe  Orton 

(617)482-6316 


For  A  Publication  from  the  Left 
that  won’t  Leave  You  in  Right  Field: 


Radical  America 

An  independent,  left,  feminist  journal  publishing  on 
sex,  politics,  history,  culture,  and  one  of  the  first  left 
journals  to  provide  an  in-depth  analysis  of  the  politics 
of  AIDS.  Subscribe  now  and  receive  a  free  copy  of  Radi¬ 
cal  America’s  special  issue,  “Facing  AIDS.” 

[“Facing  AIDS”]  may  be  the  best  single  source  currently  in 
print  for  feminists,  progressives,  and  gay  people  thinking 
about  the  social  construction  and  political  import  of  AIDS. 

Sojourner,  Boston 

This  issue  ofRA  is  a  must  for  all  of  us  concerned  about  the 
politics  of  AIDS  and  developing  a  liberationist  approach  to 
surviving  and  resisting  AIDS. 

Rites,  Toronto 


To  subscribe,  send  $  1 5.00  to  Radical  America,  1  Summer  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143.  Single  copies  of  "Facing  AIDS,1'  can  be  obtained  for  $3.95  each. 


Annapurna  Concerts  ond  The  Somerville  Theatre  present: 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  15 
8:00pm 


CLAUDIA 

SCHMIDT 

"  A  weaver  of  spells 
has  the  fire  of  genius" 

—  The  Boston  Globe 

ond 

SHAWN  COLVIN 

"recalls  Stevie  Nicks  in  her 
mystic  prime" 

—  The  Boston  Globe 


SATURDAY 
APRIL  16 

8:00pm 


LIBANA'S 
Spring 
Celebration! 

"highly  developed  musician- 
ship  and  heart-filled  spirit" 
—  Equal  Times 


Ticket  master  SOMERVILLE  THEATRE 


SATURDAY 
MAY  21 
8  &  10:30pm 


PATTY  LARKIN 


Boston's  favorite  folk 
performer  1986,  1987 


787  8000. 
Out  of  Town 
Tkti,  Horv.  Sq., 
Som  Theatre 
Bo*  Office 


55  Davis  Sq 
on  the  red  I 
675-1081 


uare,  W.  Somerville 
ine 


& 

BUSKIN 
&  BATTEAU 


ik  AM  TIKVA  npn  DJ? 


Boston’s  Community  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 


Join  us  in  observing  YOM 
HASHOAH  (Holocaust 
Memorial  Service)  on 
Thursday  evening,  April 
14,  1988  at  7:30pm. 


MIT  Chapel  (in  front  of  Kresge 
Auditorium)  43  Massachusetts 
Ave.,  Cambridge 

This  service  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  all  the  Jews,  Gays,  Les¬ 
bians  who  were  consumed  in  the 
fires  of  the  Holocaust. 


Judy  Davis  as  Lilli  in  High  Tide 


Taming  upstart  women 

High  Tide ’s  visual  loveliness  and  conventional  solutions 


High  Tide.  Directed  by  Gillian  Armstrong.  With 
Judy  Davis.  At  the  USA-Nickelodeon,  Boston. 

By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

High  Tide  opens  with  a  gaudy  Elvis  im¬ 
personator  belting  a  tune  to  the  ac¬ 
companiment  of  three  swaying  back¬ 
up  singers.  These  women  vocalists  are 
bound  in  chartreuse  mermaid  suits  and  cap¬ 
ped  with  blunt,  white-blonde  wigs  queasily 
reminiscent  of  Kathleen  Turner’s  mop  in 
Crimes  of  Passion.  One  of  the  singers,  Lilli, 
wields  a  canny  smile  that  betrays  her  come- 
hither  performance.  Lilli  knows  it  is  a  facile, 
dead-end  gig  and,  sure  enough,  her  cocky 
attitude  towards  Elvis  gets  her  fired  at  the 
film’s  outset.  On  the  road  again.  But  first, 
High  Tide  presents  the  story  of  Lilli’s  emo¬ 
tional  tribulations  following  her  accidental 
encounter  with  Ally,  the  daughter  she  left 
behind  over  ten  years  ago. 

With  High  Tide,  Australian  director 
Gillian  Armstrong  delivers  a  welcome  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  genre  of  films 
about  lone  wanderers.  Arm- 
|  strong,  renowned  for  direc- 
$*:•  '/a-f  'At,  ting  upstart  women  since 
her  1979  feature  debut  My  Brilliant  Career,  % 
lends  sympathy  to  the  role  of  Lilli,  who  has  ’ 
eschewed  commitment  for  the  life  of  a 
drifter.  The  lead  was  originally  written  for  a 
male  protagonist,  but  Armstrong  and  her 
collaborators  substituted  Lilli,  hoping  to 
challenge  the  stereotype  of  boy  beats  on  the 
loose.  The  effort  succeeds;  Lilli  is 
believable,  melancholy,  engagingly 
enigmatic.  Unfortunately,  the  movie  as  a 
whole  is  a  shimmering  failure,  all  awash 
with  sea-greens  and  blues,  soulful  stares  and 
an  unabidingly  melodramatic  soundtrack. 

Too  bad.  Armstrong’s  films  have  always 
pleased,  even  if  slightly  quaint  (Career)  or 
scatterbrained  (Starstruck).  The  best  of  the 
lot,  Mrs.  Soffel,  met  with  box  office  death 
to  match  the  film’s  dank  gloom.  High  Tide 
may  fare  better,  with  the  comely  Judy  Davis 
as  Lilli,  well-rendered  supporting  characters 
and  a  tidy,  upbeat  resolution.  I  just  wish  the 
film  had  avoided  histrionics  and  nixed  its 
ultimate  message  of  redemption. 

What  we  get  is  a  barely  cloaked  ’80s 
morality  tale.  Billed  as  an  “unconventional 
love  story,”  High  Tide  actually  grapples 
with  traditional  issues:  relationships  be¬ 
tween  mothers  and  daughters,  the  defini¬ 
tions  of  commitment,  work  options  for 
women  and  the  allure  of  the  road.  The 
juiciest  dilemma  arises  between  Lilli  and  her 


stepmother  Bet  over  custody  of  Ally,  Lilli’s 
daughter  and  Bet’s  granddaughter. 

For  Lilli,  long-suffering  since  her  hus¬ 
band’s  death,  the  chance  reunion  with  Ally 
evokes  memories  of  her  husband  and  fan¬ 
tastical  hopes  for  love  regained.  Bet,  played 
with  rambunctious  warmth  by  former 
vaudevillian  Jan  Adele,  struggles  with  the 
fear  of  losing  Ally,  her  only  constant  com¬ 
panion.  The  choices  the  characters  make  are 
not  remarkable  —  certainly  not  “unconven¬ 
tional.”  In  fact,  High  Tide  reinforces  the 
standard  viewpoint  that  waywardness  can 
be  redeemed  by  buckling  down  to  respon¬ 
sibilities.  For  all  its  benign  acceptance  of 
Lilli,  the  movie  loves  her  best  when  she  in¬ 
vites  Ally  back  into  her  life. 

The  good  stuff  in  High  Tide  is  the  visual 
loveliness,  maybe  too  lovely  for  the  sup¬ 
posedly  depressed  seaport  of  Eden,  the 
film’s  southern  Australia  locale.  High  Tide 
is  laden  with  luscious  pastels,  watery  vistas 
and  quirky,  weather-beaten  clam  joints. 
The  characters  reside  in  the  Mermaid 
Caravan  Park,  way  less-than-luxury  digs 
but  filmed  as  somehow  too  resort-like  with 
melty  colors  and  whimsical  trim.  For  a 
working  class  setting,  everything  is  too 
precious,  from  Lilli’s  baby  blue  vintage  auto 
to  Bet’s  sunwashed  ice  cream  truck.  Aside 
from  her  emotional  entanglements,  it’s  hard 
to  know  why  Lilli  feels  so  anxious  about 
leaving  this  rustic  town.  Or  why  pre-teen  Al¬ 
ly,  surfboard  in  tow,  craves  to  bust  out  from 
a  seemingly  idyllic  setting. 

Ally  does,  however,  successfully  evoke  a 
yearning,  indecipherable  sadness.  Played 
with  understated  intelligence  by  Claudia 
Karvan,  Ally  is  both  lanky  tomboy  and 
sylph-like  mermaid,  nearly  always  ensconc¬ 
ed  in  a  wetsuit.  Grandmother  Bet  is  her  foil, 
boisterous  and  sexy,  who  struggles  to  offer 
Ally  an  anchor  in  the  absence  of  the  parents 
she  never  knew.  And  Lilli,  faint  smirk  about 
the  mouth  notwithstanding,  captivates  the 
screen  with  a  smoldering  ambiguity. 

So  despite  High  Tide's  heavy- 
handedness,  something  satisfying  comes  in 
watching  a  commercial  film  focused  entirely 
on  independent  women.  Like  the  subtle,  far 
superior  Housekeeping,  High  Tide  depicts 
women  of  different  generations  striving  to 
engage  with  each  other  while  testing  their 
own,  uncalculated  drives.  If  only  the  film 
did  not  suffer  from  excess  earnestness,  dren¬ 
ched  in  pale  colors  and  sweet,  sweet 
dreams.  □ 


All  are  invited  to  attend. 


617-776-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 
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Continued  from  page  6 

service  between  the  suburban  university  and 
central  Amsterdam,  contributed  to  the 
overall  harmonious  atmosphere  at  the  con¬ 
ference.  There  were  a  few  cases  of  conten¬ 
tious  public  competition  from  individual 
participants  who  were  apparently  accustom¬ 
ed  to  being  bigger  fish  in  smaller  ponds,  but 
on  the  whole  participants  were  able  to 
remember  that  despite  the  impressive  show 
of  confident  and  articulate  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  at  the  conference,  we  get  enough  grief 
from  the  world  around  us  and  ought  to  be 
nice  to  one  another. 

Even  the  combination  of  rarified 
academic  focus  with  the  practical  concerns 
of  those  in  the  counseling  professions. 


however,  still  left  unrepresented  the  more 
directly  politically  activist  contingent  of  gay 
intellectual  life.  This  absence  was  especially 
acute  for  the  English  participants,  who  in 
the  hours  before  the  conference  opened 
learned  of  a  Parliamentary  vote  on  the 
sweeping  and  homophobic  Clause  29.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  32.) 

The  challenge  for  a  constructivist  genera¬ 
tion  of  intellectuals  is  to  present  all  of  sex¬ 
uality  as  constructed,  provisional,  and 
susceptible  to  change.  That’s  a  tall  order, 
especially  in  relation  to  people  whose 
heterosexual  identity  has  always  seemed 
self-evidently  the  norm.  It’s  more  than  a 
political  strategy  to  demand,  “Deconstruct 
heterosexuality  first.”  It  is  an  insistence  on 
the  intellectual  honesty  and  methodological 
rigor  of  constructivism,  which  must  tackle 
the  toughest  problems  it  raises.  □ 
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Spare  Tyre  Theatre  Co.  in  Laugh  Lines 

Women  in  Theatre  Festival  1988 

Somewhere  Over  the  Balcony.  Charabanc 
Theatre  Company  of  Belfast,  Northern  Ireland. 
Boston  College.  March  18,  19. 

Hotel  Destiny.  Siren  Theatre  Company  of  Lon¬ 
don.  Suffolk  Univ.  March  19. 

One  Fool.  Lilith  Theatre  with  Terry  Baum.  Suffolk 
Univ.  March  19. 

Laugh  Lines.  Spare  Tyre  of  London.  Suffolk  Univ. 
March  24. 

Dos  Lesbos.  By  Terry  Baum  and  Carolyn  Myers. 
Suffolk  Univ.  March  25. 

The  Legend  of  Lily  Overstreet.  By  Rhodessa 
Jones.  Suffolk  Univ.  March  26. 

Muffet  inna  all  a  wi.  Sistren  Theatre  Collective  of 
Kingston,  Jamaica.  Northeastern  Univ.  March  25, 
26. 

By  Monica  Hileman 

nder  the  watchful  eyes  of  British 
soldiers,  three  women  in  Belfast’s 
Divis  Flats  housing  project  go  about 
their  daily  business.  Their  homes  are  com¬ 
parable  to  units  in  a  run-down  Boston  pro¬ 
ject,  except  that  instead  of  drug  wars,  the 
residents  engage  in  regular  skirmishes  with  a 
fully  equipped  occupation  army.  Ceely 
(Marie  Jones)  takes  pride  in  her  bingo 
broadcasts.  Kate  (Carol  Scanlon)  worries 
that  a  wall  in  her  apartment  is  crumbling 
down  and  Rosemarie  (Eleanor  Methven) 
tries  to  keep  watch  over  her  car;  it  doesn’t 
run  but  she  still  keeps  it  polished  and  worries 
that  some  hoods  might  wreck  it.  “Hoods!” 
says  Ceely,  “Those  are  my  kids  you’re  talk¬ 
ing  about!” 

From  their  17th-story  balconies,  the  three 
watch  the  unfolding  drama  below  as  a  wed¬ 
ding  turns  into  a  military  stand-off.  The 
women  wisecrack  about  the  “Brits”  and  the 
welfare  snoop  who  comes  around  in 
disguise.  They  sing  about  Rambo,  a  dog  that 
lost  an  eye  to  a  rubber  bullet,  about  mar¬ 
riage  (“Maybe  it  was  better  to  stay  on  the 
shelf”),  and  do  a  hear-no-evil  song  with  the 
chorus,  “We  don’t  see  what  was  never  seen, 
or  hear  what  was  never  heard....” 

To  see  the  Charabanc  production  of 
"Somewhere  Over  the  Balcony,”  the  open¬ 
ing  piece  in  this  year’s  Women  in  Theatre 
Festival,  was  to  see  lives  seldom  portrayed 
on  stage.  Through  extensive  interviews  with 
the  women  who  actually  live  in  the  Divis 
Flats  project,  Charabanc  attempted  to  be 
true  to  their  experience.  And  at  the  end  of 
the  Saturday  night  performance,  the  troupe 
came  back  onstage  to  briefly  tell  the  au¬ 
dience  about  the  strength  of  the  Divis  Flats 
women.  The  Charabanc  company  also 
described  their  joy  when  they  were  Finally 
able  to  perform  the  work  for  the  women 
who  inspired  it. 

The  three  actresses  give  sure-footed  per¬ 
formances,  communicating  an  emotional 
connection  to  the  characters.  Charabanc  is 
theater  with  a  message,  making  you  see  and 
feel  without  telling  you  what  to  think.  The 
respect  the  company  has  for  the  Divis  Flats 
women  is  extended  to  the  audience,  an  au¬ 


dience  that  is  meant  to  include  those 
women. 

“Somewhere”  not  only  captures  ir¬ 
repressible  spirit  and  biting  humor,  it  is  also 
a  fine  piece  of  theater.  Regrettably,  some  of 
the  dialogue  was  inaccessible  to  us  Yanks  in 
the  audience  —  particularly  during  the  first 
half.  Not  because  of  weak  delivery,  but 
because  of  the  thick  brogue.  It’s  a  tribute  to 
the  women’s  stage  presence  and  pacing  that 
the  inability  to  understand  them  at  all  times 
detracted  little  from  the  performance.  In 
one  of  the  musical  numbers,  the  three 
characters  sing  that  they  just  want  “to  win 
once  .  .  .  .  ”  Charabanc’s  “Somewhere 
Over  the  Balcony”  is  a  clear 
winner. 

A  week  later,  the  festival  offered  “Dos 
Lesbos,”  written  by  Terry  Baum  and 
Carolyn  Myers.  At  the  start  of  the  piece,  Peg 
mentions  the  word  “typing”  as  she  greets 
her  lover  Gracie  who  is  just  returning 
home  from  work.  Gracie  lets  loose  with  a 
SCREAM,  and  says,  “Please  don’t  speak  to 
me  about  typing.”  The  scream  is  drawn  out 
and  overdone,  like  everything  in  this  pro¬ 
duction.  Personally,  I’m  not  crazy  about  the 
“more  is  more”  approach  to  comedy  and  I 
don’t  think  it  served  this  play  well.  I  can’t 
speak  for  the  playwright’s  intentions,  but 
having  read  the  script  in  Places  Please!  The 
First  Anthology  of  Lesbian  Plays,  I  had  my 
own  preconceived  notions.  I  found  myself 
cringing  during  the  Friday  night  perfor¬ 
mance  as  I  watched  Kelley  Edwards  as  Gracie 
and  stand-up  comic  Lea  DeLaria  as  Peg.  My 
feeling  is  —  if  comedians  want  to  do  their 
own  schtick,  they  ought  to  do  it  with  their 
own  material. 

The  broad  slapstick  was  over-exaggerated 
in  DeLaria’s  portrayal  of  Peg  as  a  beer-swill- 
ing  butch  who  happens  to  have  a  taste  for 
escargot.  Give  me  a  break.  If  you  liked 
Jackie  Gleason’s  Ralph  (Honeymooners) 
Cramden,  you  would  have  enjoyed 
DeLaria’s  simmering  smiles  and  exasperated 
fits.  Although  Peg  never  threatened  her 
lover  with  “Someday. ..Pow!  Right  in  the 
kisser!”  her  use  of  aggressive  body  language 
throughout  the  play  seemed  way  out  of  line. 
Gracie  is  portrayed  as  an  overly  neurotic 
nudge  who  recites  her  own  poetry,  loves 
complicated  situations  and  is  in  the  process 
of  coming  out  to  her  liberal,  middle  class, 
Jewish  parents. 

Another  problem  with  the  overblown 
comedy  is  that  transitions  don’t  get  made 
between  the  funny  parts  and  the  touching 
parts  —  like  when  Gracie  recites  a  sensual 
love  poem  to  Peg  towards  the  end. 

To  my  mind,  “Dos  Lesbos”  should  have 
had  the  pacing  of  a  screwball  comedy.  But 
watching  this  performance  was  like  listening 
to  a  45  disc  at  33RPM.  This  is  not  to  say, 
however,  that  “Dos  Lesbos”  was  a  flop.  On 
the  contrary,  judging  from  the  laughter  and 
the  applause,  the  audience  heartily  enjoyed 
every  minute. 

One  of  the  last  performances  in  the 
festival  featured  Rhodessa  Jones  as  Lily 
Overstreet.  Having  worked  in  peep  shows 
(“a  cross  between  a  nude  encounter  and  go 
go  dancing”),  Lily  wants  to  know  why  men 
get  turned  on  by  that  stuff.  Striking  some 
cheesecake  poses  for  the  audience,  she  asks, 
“What  do  you  think?  Is  this  hot?” 


The  play  begins  in  the  Church  of  Creative 
Survival  with  a  musical  introduction  by  Idris 
Ackamoor.  No  mere  back-up  musician, 
Ackamoor  not  only  blows  a  mean  sax,  he  is 
an  all  around  performer  and  the  show’s 
composer.  When  Jones,  as  Lily  O.,  sweeps 
on  stage  in  a  gorgeous  glittering  red  robe, 
she  lead  us  in  a  feminist  prayer,  a  take  off  on 
the  Catholic  “Our  Father”  (Deliver  us  not 
into  Home  Economics...).  She  also  sings  a 
rousing  hymn,  strutting  back  and  forth  like 
a  revivalist  preacher  and  telling  the  flock, 
“A  woman  does  not  demands  her  in¬ 
dependence,  she  creates  it.”  “Praise  the 
Mother  Power!” 

The  play  is  full  of  great  lines.  Remember¬ 
ing  back  to  the  early  feminist  movement  of 
the  ‘60s,  she  says,  “It  wasn’t  cool  to  be 
dependent  on  a  man,  but  weren’t  nobody 
telling  us  how  to  get  by  without  one.”  After 
accepting  a  job  as  a  peek-a-boo  dancer,  she 
had  a  “morality  attack”  and  called  her 
grandmother.  When  she  hears  how  much 
the  job  pays,  grandma  says,  “Well,  there’s 
always  been  show  people  in  our  family.” 

With  her  quick  shifts  in  mood,  Jones  had 
the  audience  roaring  with  laughter  one  mo¬ 
ment  and  sitting  in  awkward  silence  the 
next.  “The  Legend  of  Lily  Overstreet”  is 
not  a  neat  package  and  often  cuts  close  to 
the  bone  —  perhaps  because  it  is  based  on 
Jones’  own  experience.  Jones  went  to  work 
in  San  Francisco’s  Tenderloin  District  in 
1979  after  her  CETA  job  was  defunded. 

The  personal  nature  of  the  piece  coupled 
with  some  apprehension  about  performing 
in  Boston  (the  prudish/conservative  image 
persists)  may  have  been  the  cause  for  a  cer¬ 
tain  tentativeness  on  Jones’  part  in  the  first 
half.  The  audience  was  initially  equally  ten¬ 
tative  —  I  think  part  of  the  problem  stemm¬ 
ed  from  an  uncertainty  about  how  to  res¬ 
pond  to  a  sensuous  Black  woman 
celebrating  her  sexuality  while 
simultaneously  recounting  the  pain  and 
sleaziness  of  working  in  the  sex  industry. 

When  Lily  first  goes  looking  for  work, 
one  place  tells  her:  we  can’t  hire  you  because 
then  colored  men  would  start  coming 
around  and  we  don’t  want  this  to  turn  into 
that  kind  of  place,  if  you  know  what  I  mean. 
Never  at  a  loss  for  words,  Lily  replies, 
“Mother  fucker,  what  do  you  mean?”  Her 
caustically  funny  rejoinders  are  beauts.  One 
customer  asks  her  if  the  hair  on  her  head  is 
really  hers.  “Yeah,  I  bought  it,”  she  says, 
touching  the  wig,  “It’s  mine.” 

In  the  second  part  of  the  show,  Lily  leaves 
the  peep  business  to  become  famous  as  an 
erotic  recording  artist  and  game  show  per¬ 
sonality.  The  tone  is  lighter  and  more 
celebratory.  Answering  her  mail  on  the  air, 
she  gives  advice:  “Sit  on  it,  honey. ..Share  it 
with  somebody  —  but  negotiate.”  And 
when  three  charming  volunteers  from  the 
audience  joined  her  on  stage  Saturday  night 
for  a  segment  of  “Feed  Your  Fantasy,” 
things  got  unexpectedly  hot. 

“The  Legend  of  Lily  Overstreet”  is  a 
theatrical  sensation.  Jones  is  wonderful. 
And  the  costumes  are  fabulous.  By  the  end 
of  the  second  half  Jones  was  saying  that 
Boston  was  nothing  like  she  imagined:  “1 
love  it  here.”  The  feeling  was  mutual  —  we 
loved  having  her  here. 

Overall.  I’d  say  this  year’s  festival  was  the 


| 

best  so  far.  I  liked  the  fact  that  productions 
were  presented  in  conjunction  with  local 
arts  groups  and  that  a  wider  audience  par¬ 
ticipated.  The  Women  and  Theatre  Festival 
‘88  organizers  should  be  congratulated  for 
putting  together  a  collection  of  quality  work 
that  reflects  the  diverse  experience  of 
women.  □ 


By  Mara  Math 

f  this  year’s  Women  in  Theatre  Festival 
had  a  theme  beyond  an  eclectic  interna¬ 
tionalism  (international  eclecticism?), 
that  theme  must  have  been  humor.  Handled 
with  a  relatively  light  touch  were  topics  in¬ 
cluding  “the  troubles”  in  Ireland,  aging, 
lesbian  identity,  lesbian  relationships,  self- 
deception,  class  and  racism. 

Ireland’s  Charabanc  opened  the  festival 
Friday  night,  March  18,  with  “Somewhere 
Over  the  Balcony,”  a  life-affirming  we- 
have-to-laugh-or-we’d-cry  vision  of  con¬ 
temporary  Ireland.  Although  lacking 
dramatic  conflict  between  the  characters 
and  a  feminist  outlook  (exemplified  in  the 
cliche  of  one  woman  character’s  henpecked 
husband),  the  show  makes  for  an  enjoyable 
evening.  (See  other  review  of  Charabanc, 
this  page.) 

The  next  evening,  Siren  and  Terry  Baum 
offered  humor  that  hit  even  closer  to  home, 
sometimes  close  to  the  bone.  The  British 
troupe  Siren  says  in  their  “Company 
Policy”  statement  that  “The  Company  aims 
to  continually  stretch  and  subvert  the  con¬ 
fines  of  style  and  form,  reflecting  the  unease 
of  the  modern  psyche.”  And  in  “Hotel 
Destiny:  A  Lesbian  Western,”  yee-hah, 
they  do  a  damn  good  job. 

Arriving  for  a  country-western  show, 
four  performers  find  themselves  isolated  in 
a  hotel  that  rapidly  becomes  metaphysical, 
offering  them  No  Exit.  Trapped  together 
are  an  evangelist  with  a  lavender-tinged 
past,  the  Bible-toting  Chance  Earp  (Tasha 
Fairbanks,  who  wrote  the  script);  fading 
Western  movie  star  Miss  Evans  (Hilary 
Ramsden),  a  butch-with-a-heart-of-femme; 
super-sexy  country  singer  Rough  Crockett 
(Jude  Winter),  another  dimming  luminary; 
and  the  cute  and  cocky  Blame  the  Kid 
Cassidy  (Jane  Boston),  would-be  inheritor 
of  Rough’s  mantle  and  possessor  of  a  smirk 
that  just  won’t  quit. 

As  the  four  vie  for  top  billing  on  the  forth¬ 
coming  show,  they  drop  —  or  have  strip¬ 
ped  from  them  —  their  social  masks,  and  in 
the  process  offer  some  telling  insights  into 
personal  and  social  identity  and  the  chasm 
they  may  lie  between.  The  acting  is  ex- 


cellent,  and  the  show  also  deserves  mention 
for  exceptionally  good  blocking. 

Terry  Baum’s  “One  Fool:  or  How  1  Stop¬ 
ped  Worrying  and  Learned  to  Love  the 
Dutch”  is  a  largely  autobiographical  one- 
person  comedy.  As  a  Fool  for  Love  (the 
piece  is  not  entirely  autobiographical), 
Baum  explores  the  self-delusion  that  often 
accompanies  bouts  of  True  Love.  “I’m 
moving  6,000  miles  for  love,”  she  cries, 
after  falling  in  love  with  a  Dutch  woman, 
“my  friends  will  be  so  jealous!”  Her 
lovemaking  with  the  coat  rack  that 
represents  this  lover  is  one  of  the  fuhniest 
scenes  I  have  ever  seen  on  stage.  The  flamen¬ 
co  masturbation  ballad  ain’t  bad  either. 

Alack  and  alas,  two  months  after  arriving 
in  Amsterdam,  the  Fool  is  dumped.  She 
finds  herself  alone  and  lonely  in  a  city  where 
the  toilets  are  uncooperative,  the  locals 
make  fun  of  her  attempts  to  speak  the 
language,  and  her  only  acquaintance  advises 
her  to  “dye  her  pussy  hair  blond”  as  a  cure 
for  depression.  Escaping  from  a  sado¬ 
masochistic  relationship  with  Snarky,  her 
teddy  bear,  the  Fool  heads  for  the  local  dyke 
bar.  “I’m  looking  for  the  love  that  lasts  a 
lifetime,  “  she  announces,  “but  I’ll  settle 
for  a  good  fuck.”  Finding  neither,  she  turns 
her  foolish,  generous  heart  to  the  city  itself, 
and  we  leave  her  singing  a  paean  of  love  to 
Amsterdam. 

Clad  in  a  ruffled  orange  dress,  kitschy 
jewelry,  and  very  visible  makeup,  the  Fool 
appears  a  clownish  middle-class  matron, 
clueless  and  rather  straight-except-for-who- 
she-sleeps-with.  It’s  an  unfortunate  choice 
of  costume,  because  it  allows  the  audience 
to  deny  recognizing  ourselves  in  the  Fool 
and  the  Fool  in  ourselves.  Overall,  however, 
“One  Fool”  is  a  fine,  brave,  and  funny 
piece  of  work. 

Spare  Tyre’s  Clair  Chapman,  Harriet 
Powell,  and  Katina  Noble  draw  on  their 
own  lives  for  “Laugh  Lines,”  a  gently 
humorous  look  at  aging.  (This  London  col¬ 
lective  is  directed  by  Tasha  Fairbanks,  also 
of  Siren.)  “Don’t  call  it  aging,  call  it. ..leav¬ 
ing  30.”  Playing  themselves,  their  mothers, 
and  themselves-playing-their-mothers,  they 
poke  fun  at  parental  expectations  versus  the 
unexpected  realities,  the  requirements  for 
being  a  grown-up,  social  pressures  and 
political  situations.  Katina  parodies  her  own 
privileged  class  background  and  liberalism; 
Harriet  provides  a  wry  treatise  on  the 
rewards  of  motherhood;  and  Clair  dissects 
her  bad  old  straight  days:  “I  thought  Mr. 
Right  was  bad  but  Mr.  Right-On  was  a 
nightmare!” 

It  was  mildly  distressing  to  see  Clair’s 
material  focus  almost  exclusively  on  her  sex¬ 
uality  and  coming  out  while  non-gay  Harriet 
and  Katina  portray  more  concern  about 
fulfilling  their  artistic  aspirations;  the 
unintentional  subtext  reads  as  if  lesbians 
had  little  identity  beyond  our  lesbianism. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  bravery 
similar  to  Terry  Baums’  in  this  self- 
revelatory  material.  I  was  especially  touched 
by  the  conclusion,  in  which  the  three  explain 
just  how  wrong  their  mothers  were  to  insist 
that  “it’s  just  a  phase.”  Harriet  says  she  has 
been  unmarried  to  the  same  man  for  17 
years,  Katina  reports  that  she  has  been  living 
communally  for  16  years,  and  Clair  tells  us 


Bev  Hanson  as  Anansi  in  Muffet 


she  has  been  a  lesbian  for  15  months. 

“Laugh  Lines”  does  not  offer  any  earth- 
shaking  insights,  and  in  fact  much  of  it 
feels  somewhat  old  hat,  but  this  endearing 
well-acted  feminist  entertainment  does  pro¬ 
vide  a  good  time.  The  musical  numbers  are 
bright  and  bouncy,  and  Clair’s  Dylanesque 
“A  Million  Billion  Lemmings  Can’t  Be 
Wrong,”  the  hit  of  the  evening,  complete 
with  lemming  masks,  would  be  worth  the 
ticket  price  alone: 

I  said.  I’ve  given  everything  I  got 
/warmth,  affection,  support,  sex,  securi¬ 
ty,  and  positive  reinforcenient/to  name 
but  a  few/and  there’s  not  a  whole  lot  com¬ 
ing  back/What  do  I  get  from  you?/  He 
said/ A  billion  heterosexuals  can’t  be 
wrong  baby/A  billion  heterosexuals  can’t 
be  wrong/I’ll  provide  the  sex  til  the 
end/Get  the  other  stuff  from  a 
friend/Cause  a  billion  heterosexuals  can’t 
be  wrong.... 

“Muffet  inna  all  a  wi  (Muffet  is  in  all  of 
us)”  was  one  of  two  productions  closing  the 
Women  in  Theatre  Festival  (see  review  of 
Lily  O.  this  page).  Sistren,  a  Jamaican 
working-class  women’s  theatre  collective,  is 
committed  to  “advancing  the  awareness  of 
[primarily  Caribbean  working-class]  au¬ 
diences  on  questions  affecting  Caribbean 
women.”  A  reggae  musical  infused  with 
Caribbean  spirituality  and  mythology, 
“Muffet”  turns  the  traditional  nursery 
rhyme  on  its  head  in  examining  sexual 
violence  and  female  courage. 

In  this  version,  Muffet  is  Everywoman, 
and  in  the  a-play-within-a-play,  three  Muf- 
fets  tell  their  stories  as  part  of  a  reggae  band 
contest.  The  male  D.J.  also  functions  as 
Anansi,  the  Spider/Trickster,  in  this  case  a 
symbol  of  patriarchy  at  large,  and  as  other, 
more  specific  embodiments  of  sexism  and 
constraining  tradition.  The  three  Muffets 
grapple  with  sexist  violence  at  home,  at 
work,  and  on  the  street,  with  varying 
degrees  of  success,  depending  on  the  degree 
to  which  each  makes  common  cause  with 
other  women.  Unfortunately,  the  women’s 
moment  of  triumph  —  when  they  strike  at 
the  factory,  and  in  the  larger  play  dump  the 
snide  D.J.  —  flashes  by  too  quickly, 
especially  when  weighed  against  the  sustain¬ 
ed  scenes  of  violence  against  women.  I  wish 
we  could  have  had  more  time  to  enjoy  their 
well-earned  victory. 

As  “Muffet”  is  performed  in  patwah  (the 
Caribbean  tongue  also  known  as  patois),  the 
detailed  program  guide  was  invaluable  to 
the  many  non-patwah  speaking  audience 
members.  Even  though  the  evening  was  oc¬ 
casionally  comparable  to  seeing  a  foreign 
film  without  subtitles  —  while  the  native 
speakers  next  to  you  are  cracking  up  every 
minute  at  another  hilarious  punchline 
you’ve  missed  —  energy  and  interest  ran 
high.  Hot  music  (and  what  a  pleasure  to  see 
women  in  the  band!),  vibrant'  theatre, 
Beverly  Hanson’s  extraordinary  perfor¬ 
mance  as  the  Trickster/D. J.,  and  good 
politics  made  for  a  blend  that  couldn’t  miss. 

All  in  all,  the  productions  this  year  were 
of  high  quality.  They  also  offered  lesbian 
visibility,  humor  galore,  and  even  —  despite 
the  festival’s  avowedly  non-feminist  stance 
—  some  progressive  political  content.  In  its 
fourth  year,  the  Women  in  Theatre  Festival 
may  have  finally  hit  its  stride.  □ 
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Charabanc  Theatre  Co.  in  Somewhere  Over  the  Balcony 


Rutgers 
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academic  futures  by  boycotting  the  courses, 
added  Garzon. 

Umpierre,  who  continues  her  work  at 
home  despite  being  banned  from  the  univer¬ 
sity  library,  said,  “we  are  in  the  midst  of 
nowhere  again.”  She  said  that  her  future  at 
the  college  is  uncertain  abd  may  take 
months  to  settle. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Partners 
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unmarried  and  married  couples  made  in  the 
earlier  legislation  has  been  dropped.  The 
1982  proposal  stated  that  wherever  the  term 
“married”  was  found  in  San  Francisco  law, 
the  term  “domestic  partners”  could  be 
substituted. 

When  domestic  partners  legislation  was 
introduced  to  San  Francisco  in  1982,  Arch¬ 
bishop  John  Quinn  predicted  it  would 
have  “far  reaching  and  very  basic  implica¬ 
tions  of  a  moral  and  cultural  nature.” 
Quinn  said  he  believed  these  implications 
would  be  “severely  inimical  to  marriage  and 
the  family  —  which  are  the  foundations  of 
society.”  Many  others,  including  the  Black 
Baptist  Ministers’  Association,  joined 
Quinn  in  denouncing  the  legislation  as 
anathematic  to  societal  norms. 

Attorney  Matt  Coles,  the  author  of  both 
the  1982  and  1988  proposals,  said,  “This 
legislation  is  a  recognition  that  society  is 
changing.  Many  people  —  gay  and  straight 
—  are  looking  less  toward  marriage  as  the 
defining  institution.  People  are  creating 
their  own  relationships.  This  legislation  is  a 
historic  beginning,  as  it  gives  government  a 
way  to  react  to  these  changes.” 

The  ’82  proposal  received  national  and  in¬ 
ternational  attention.  Britt  was  even  inter¬ 
viewed  by  Radio  Iceland  and  debated  Jerry 
Falwell  on  ABC-TV. 

No  prior  legislation  so  greatly  challenged 
the  heterosexual  community  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  to  recognize  its  “alternative  families.” 
Not  only  was  the  policy  alleged  to  have 
significant  economic  costs,  but  it 
represented  a  dramatic  shift  away  from 
governmental  privilege  accorded  to  the  tradi¬ 
tional  married  couple. 

Ex-mayor  Feinstein,  who  eventually 
vetoed  the  legislation  passed  by  the  San 
Francisco  Board  of  Supervisors,  said  she 
spent  weeks  agonizing  over  her  decision. 
Generally  considered  to  be  a  supporter  of 
gay  causes  at  the  time,  Feinstein’s  electa- 
bility  rested  to  some  degree  upon  the  con¬ 
tinued  support  of  San  Francisco’s  gay 
voters.  (Feinstein  became  mayor  in  1978 
after  Supervisor  Dan  White  murdered 
Mayor  George  Moscone  and  openly-gay 
Supervisor  Harvey  Milk.)  However,  the 
pressure  upon  her  to  veto  was  enormous.  In 
addition  to  the  Health  Service  Board  and 
four  of  the  private  health  plans  providing 
services  to  city  employees,  all  three  major 
San  Francisco  newspapers  came  out  against 
the  resolution;  editorials  and  columnists 
claimed  the  city  was  being  manipulated  by  a 
radical  fringe  of  the  gay  community. 

Today  the  atmosphere  in  San  Francisco 
has  changed.  The  gay  community  has  an 
aura  of  political  respectability.  And  with 
20-30  percent  of  the  votes,  it  constitutes  one 
of  the  most  powerful  voting  blocs  in  the  city. 
Although  the  major  newspapers  are  still 
withholding  judgment,  and  appear  unlikely 
to  support  the  legislation,  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  newly-elected  Mayor  Art 
Agnos  and  other  high-ranking  city  officials 
have  come  out  in  favor  of  the  proposal.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  one  of  Supervisor  Britt’s  aides, 
endoresements  are  expected  from  many 
church  groups  in  the  city  as  well. 

The  major  questions  facing  the  current 
legislation  are  more  pragmatic  —  specifical¬ 
ly,  how  much  will  it  cost  and  will  the  city’s 
Human  Rights  Commission  have  the 
resources  necessary  to  enforce  the  legisla¬ 
tion? 

No  one  is  quite  sure  what  the  economic 
implications  of  the  policy  will  be.  Some  have 
argued  that  the  larger  the  pool  of  people 
covered  by  a  group  insurance  policy,  the 
lower  its  rates  will  be.  However,  with  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  older  relatives  to  the  groups  eligi¬ 
ble  for  coverage,  and  with  AIDS  affecting 
up  to  20  percent  of  the  city’s  gay  population 
in  the  next  five  years,  it  is  possible  that 
everyone’s  premiums  will  go  up.  Insurance 
companies  will  likely  argue  that  they  are  par¬ 
ticularly  at  risk  of  financial  losses  with 


AIDS,  because  unlike  pregnancy  or  other 
pre-existing  medical  conditions,  insurance 
companies  in  California  are  not  allowed  to 
test  for  HIV,  the  virus  thought  by  many  to 
be  the  cause  of  AIDS. 

The  city’s  Human  Rights  Commission 
(HRC),  which  would  be  responsible  for  en¬ 
forcing  compliance  with  the  proposed 
legislation,  is  already  “underfunded  and 
overburdened”  according  to  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Sentinel.  HRC  employees  have  stated 
that  they  don’t  know  how  the  agency  could 
handle  the  additional  caseload  brought  on 
by  this  legislation  without  more  staffing. 
However,  with  San  Francisco  now  $150 
million  in  debt,  departmental  growth  seems 
unlikely. 

The  legislation  will  continue  to  be  discuss¬ 
ed  over  the  next  few  months,  and,  according 
to  its  sponsor,  Harry  Britt,  it  is  open  for 
revision.  □ 


Indecent 
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p.m.  as  the  “safe  harbor”  —  the  time  after 
which  questionable  material  may  be  aired. 
“Children  are  in  the  audience  all  the  time.... 
At  some  point  the  government  can’t  be  a 
nanny  anymore,”  said  attorney  Steve 
Bookshester  of  the  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  (NAB)  —  one  of  the  plaintiffs 
in  the  suit.  The  suit  calls  the  FCC’s  ruling 
“contrary  to  public  interest,  improperly 
drawn,  vague,  [with]  no  place  in  free,  over- 
the-air  broadcasting.” 

“It’s  very  hard  for  broadcasters  to  comp¬ 
ly  if  they  don’t  know  what  the  ruling  is,” 
said  Bookshester.  “It’s  like  not  knowing 
where  the  edge  of  the  cliff  is,  so  lawyers  ad¬ 
vise  clients  to  stay-the-hell-back  —  a  lot  fur¬ 
ther  than  they  would  otherwise.”  He  said 
the  ruling’s  impact  on  arts  programming, 
documentaries,  and  news  —  not  on  raucous 
AM  drive-time  shows  —  is  the  NAB’s  main 
concern.  “Bleeps  all  over  the  place  would  be 
more  offensive  than  the  words.”  The  suits 
ask  the  court  to  order  the  FCC  to  define 
what  constitutes  “indecent  material”  and 
“community  standards.” 

Marita  Rivera,  general  manager  of 
Pacifica’s  WPFW-FM  in  Washington,  said 
of  the  legal  action,  “We  do  have  to  question 
any  area  of  law  that  is  so  undefined  that  it 
gives  people  the  impression  on  the  air  they 
need  to  wipe  out  of  their  consciousness 
material  that  ordinarily  would  be  enriching, 
helpful  and  inspiring.” 

The  April  indecency  decision  caught  her 
staff  “really  flat-footed”  said  Rivera. 
Volunteer  programmers  had  to  consider  in¬ 
nuendo,  “what  listeners  might  think,”  so 
they  practiced  self-censorship,  she  said.  “In 
a  climate  when  licenses  could  be  at  risk,  this 
is  the  big  chill.” 

On  “Sophie’s  Parlor,”  an  8:30  p.m.  pro¬ 
gram  dealing  with  feminist  issues,  WPFW 
staff  questioned  airing  an  interview  during 
the  October  1987  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  with  Joanne 
Loulan  —  “the  Dr.  Ruth  of  lesbian  sex,” 
said  Rivera.  “That  would  have  been  a  very 
hairy  program;  how  would  you  do  it?  Is  the 
subject  matter  of  interest  to  the  audience? 
Of  course.  Is  she  well-known  in  her  field? 
Yes.  Can  she  get  on  the  air?  I  don’t  know. 
‘Let’s  pull  her  off,’”  was  the  programmer’s 
decison,  said  Rivera. 

Singers  Bette  Midler,  Bessie  Smith,  Billie 
Holiday  and  others  with  special  appeal  but 
little  or  no  exposure  were  censored  by 
WPFW  programmers,  said  Rivera.  “We  felt 
very  keenly  about  this,  particularly  as 
broadcasters  serving  minority  communities. 
There  are  so  few  of  us  out  there,  if  we  didn’t 
play  them,  no  one  else  would.”  WPFW  is 
one  of  about  15  stations  in  the  U.S.  that  are 
“minority  managed”  by  Blacks,  Native 
American  and  Latino  staffs,  Rivera  said. 

Oral  arguments  for  the  appeal  for 
clarification  brought  by  NAB  and  15  others 
are  set  for  June.  No  gay  or  lesbian  group  has 
joined  the  suit,  but  gay  poet  Allen  Ginsberg 
is  listed  as  a  “friend  of  the  court.” 

The  suit  questions,  “how  you  have  due 
process  when  people  don’t  understand  the 
standard?”  said  Brookshester.  The  FCC 
declined  to  set  a  broad  range  of  indecency 
but  will  apply  “a  generic  definition  to 
specific  broadcasts,”  explained  Bozelli.  ad¬ 
ding  “after  all,  Carlin  is  up  to,  what,  630 
words  now?”  □ 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  “The  Brinks 
Job." 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of 
Boston,”  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Laurie  A.  Livingston, 
Ed.D. 
Licensed 
Psychologist 

Specializing  in: 
agoraphobia  •  panic 
disorder  •  simple 
fears  and  phobias  • 
depression  •  stress 
disorders  •  social 
anxiety  • 

Telephone: 

(617)  262-5223 

Agoraphobia  Treatment  and 
Research  Center  of  New  England 
264  Beacon  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 


PAGE  10  □  APRIL  10-16,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay  or 
lesbian  child? 

Do  you  wish  you 
could  talk  to 
your  parents 
about  being 
gay  or  lesbian? 

Build  connections 
with  your  family. 

One-day  workshops  the  first  Saturday  of 
each  month.  10  am-4  pm  $55  per  person 

April  2  Siblings  of  Gays  and 
Lesbians 

May  7  Gays,  Lesbians,  anci 
their  Parents: 

Handling  Visits, 

Vacations,  and 

_ Family  Events _ 

Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

876-2113 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  .(area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  8ox  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  lor  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  GayeUow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


MASSACHUSETTS 
GENERAL  HOSPITAL 

AIDS  Clinical  Trials  Group 

HIV-Seropositive? 
Interested  in  investigational 
drug  trials? 

WE  CURRENTLY  HAVE 
TRIALS  FOR: 

•  Healthy  Seropositives 

•  AIDS-Related  Complex 

•  AIDS 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 
CALL  726-5596  (1:00  -  4:00  pm) 


If  You’ve  Had 
Enough 

of  hiding  your  drinking... of 
feeling  hung  over. .  .of  making 
excuses. . . of  feeling  guilty. . . 
of  breaking  promises  to  your¬ 
self  and  others. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


COMMUNITY. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  A*e„  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HAU. 

Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4S4S 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  M A  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN’S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 
jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9S47 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  731  3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St 
Boston.  MA  021 16 
266-8S84 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  UCSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

522- 9446 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
776-9232 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 18 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60Yi  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DAYCARE 

BARB’S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston.  MA  021 14 

523- 3772 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy,  Bodywork, 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  021  IS 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P  O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.MA  01840683-7676 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Unitarian  Universalis! 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  -  44S-I277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7S65 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,000 
READERS,  CALL  WICKIE  AT  426-4469. 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


BREAKFAST  WITH  0-166*  SP»AR0W& LOIS... 

"THE  FBI  I  NVESTlGATloN  HAS  dtCuu  in' 
1981  AFTER-  ALLEGATIONS,  NEVER  PRtVEft 
THAT  ClSPE5*M£«B£«s  HAP  PROVIDED 
J  LlEGAl  MILITARY  ASSISTANCE  td 
Guerillas  in  O^alvacoR 
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Leftist 


fJUZIZ'  I  M£aN.G0ME  ON'  Its  PrAL 

TiCALLy  ALL  THE  LOCAL  CISP£SOFRC£ 

OkU  Do  TD  PAY  THE  Rent  and  awybc 
get  together  a  carton  of 
aids  aud  aspirin  to  scnd  oo'-jw 

A  CLINIC 


-  —  — 


MgMJHILE,  RctWES  BE&J 
illegally  Giving  zillions  in 

MILITARY  ASSISTANCE  to 
RIGHTIST  GUERILLAS  W 
NIC  ‘ 


I  ALSO  SEE  HERE  THAT THE. 

CoNTfcA-AID  \K7TE  is  COMING 
OP  IN  A  FEW  PAYS  UfATAE 
WE-  GoNNA  DO  ABOUT  it? 


URite-  OUR  RERA6SENTWTVES ' ) 
Qtyj  M >  LESBWS  **  XSSI 
&OGON  iS  HAVING  A 
LETTER -WRITING  PART  y 
TONIGHT. 


Avhaul  WX  accomplish  it  5  ’ 
RIDICULOUS  that  REAGAN’S  EVEN 
ASKING  fcR  THIS  McWEYP  WE 
SHOULD  ALL  DROP  WHAT WERE  DOING. 

Go  to  P.  c.  an  o  Chain  ourselves 


ffcWO,h)o,."WAT  5  Just  /misdirected 

ENERGY'  I  THINK  vJE  SHOULD  ALL 
haJ£  a  MEDITATION  ritual  and 
send  congress  a  hewv  cose 


aw,  SPARRoW/  CbN’rGNE  ME  THAT  UPffeR- 

midole  class  new  age  twaddle  •  the 
ONLY  WAY  TO  EFFECT  CHANGE  IS  THROUGH 
, direct  Action,  Nor  wearing  expensive. 
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NcrflCE,  LET  ALOisE  CARE  THAT 
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TD  THE  DEMOCRATIC  fftoCESS 
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[THE  ’’ DEMOCRATIC  PROCESS’  IS 

I  totally  comm '  ftoiWG  can 
]  CHANGE  UNTIL  Society  realizes 
1  how  sick  it  is'  our  First 
responsibility  is  to  heal 

1  ourselves  the  world 
1  will  follow 
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0URENER6Y  FIGHT¬ 
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Latino  PWA  Loren  Laureano 


NAPWA 

Continued  from  page  3 

diverse  as  NAPWA.  Composed  of  40  per¬ 
cent  people  of  color  and  20  percent  women, 
the  NAPWA  board  of  directors  is  also  striv¬ 
ing  to  increase  minority  representation  in 
local  PWA  coalitions  springing  up  across 
the  country,  according  to  Beck. 

According  to  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control,  nearly  40  percent  of  PWAs  in  this 
country  are  Black  or  Latino. 

Laureano  pointed  out  that  although  the 
newly-formed  committee  was  created  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  concerns  of  women  and  people  of 
color,  it  is  empowered  only  to 
“recommend”  to  the  board  ways  of 
reaching  out  to  people  of  color  and  women 
with  AIDS. 

Laureano  singled  out  for  criticism  several 
board  members  who  resisted  the  creation  of 
the  MAC  and  who  suggested  instead  that  the 
board  deal  with  “reverse  discrimination.” 
“That  doesn’t  wash,”  said  Laureano.  “It’s 
just  a  knee-jerk  reaction  to  what  we  are  try¬ 
ing  to  achieve.  We  can  only  do  so  much  talk¬ 
ing,  at  some  point  we  need  action.” 

Laureano  also  called  for  a  national 
association  of  people  of  color  with  AIDS. 
“There  should  be  no  talking  down  to  people 
of  color.  We  must  protest.  Only  (by  forming 
an  independent  group]  will  we  have  an 
organization  that  is  accountable  to  our  com¬ 
munity,”  he  said.  Laureano  said  that  even  if 
the  NAPWA  board  agrees  to  the  MAC 
recommendations,  the  unique  needs  of  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  are  often  better  served  in  their 
own  organizations. 

PWA  organizations  for  people  of  color 
help  support  and  politicize  people  of  color 
with  AIDS,  explained  Laureano.  Only 
organizations  for  people  of  color  can  pro¬ 
vide  a  completely  safe  environment,  where 
they  “come  out  and  become  community 
workers,”  said  Laureano.  He  said  that 
fighting  racism  in  white-run  organizations 
only  adds  to  the  burden  people  of  color  with 
AIDS  must  already  face. 

Since  PWAs  are  often  stigmatized  in 
minority  communities,  said  Laureano, 
many  PWAs  hide  their  symptoms  from 
friends  and  family.  In  addition,  lack  of  ac¬ 
cess  to  medical  care  often  delays  diagnosis 
of  AIDS  among  people  of  color,  resulting  in 
a  much  shorter  life  expectancy  than  that  for 
most  white  gay  men  with  AIDS. 

Beck  said  NAPWA  would  not  stand  in 
the  way  of  a  national  association  of  people 
of  color  with  AIDS.  “NAPWA  is  not  in¬ 
terested  in  turf  battles  or  ownership  issues. 
The  issue  is  not  building  an  empire.  The 
issue  is  that  PWAs  should  address  issues  as 
they  feel  fit.  If  that  means  another  organiza¬ 
tion  —  I  don’t  know.  But  too  many  in  this 
community  take  time  for  turf  battles,”  said 
Beck. 

Beck  stated  NAPWA  has  made  con¬ 
siderable  progress  organizing  PWAs  into  a 


strong  political  group  and  has  reached  out 
to  women  and  people  of  color,  despite  the 
fact  that  PWAs  active  on  the  NAPWA 
board  and  with  local  organizations  regularly 
“get  sick,  burn  out  or  die.”  Added  Beck 
“We  are  accessible  to  everyone  which  adds 
to  our  strength.  We  are  making  small  steps, 
but  the  word  is  going  out.”  He  said  that 
NAPWA  spends  nearly  half  its  travel 
budget  each  year  to  send  people  of  color  to 
AIDS  conferences  around  the  country. 

Laureano  said  while  organizations  such  as 
NAPWA  appear  on  paper  to  have  made 
great  strides  reaching  out  to  minority  com¬ 
munities,  people  of  color  are  still  “desperate 
for  services”  and  organizations  where  they 
feel  comfortable. 

Beck  said  “We  are  talking  here  about  a 
process,  not  a  theoretical  revolution  because 
in  reality  revolutions  are  always  a  process. 
NAPWA  is  not  the  only  solution,  but  we  are 
helping  to  address  the  problem.” 

Black  PWA  Larry  Ellis,  a  NAPWA  board 
member,  said  that  NAPWA  has  done  an 
adequate  job  reaching  out  to  people  of  col¬ 
or.  “NAPWA  strives  to  be  geographically 
and  demographicaliy  diverse  by  encourag¬ 
ing  PWAs  to  come  together  —  outreach  is 
ongoing,”  said  Ellis.  He  added  that  as  AIDS 
continues  to  spread  beyond  the  gay  com¬ 
munity,  NAPWA  has  tried  to  represent  the 
entire  PWA  community.  “We’re  respon¬ 
ding  well  to  the  broader  array  of  people  af¬ 
flicted  with  AIDS,”  said  white  board 
member  Alan  Kucones  from  Boston. 

Anyone  interested  in  a  national  organiza¬ 
tion  for  people  of  color  with  AIDS  may  con¬ 
tact  Laureano  at  Box  980261,  Houston, 
Texas  77089.  NAPWA  may  be  reached  at 
2025  Eye  Street  NW,  Washington  DC 
20006. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Run 

Continued  from  page  3 

da.  Sponsorship  for  Feminization  of  Power 
has  rolled  in  from  an  enormous  number  of 
organizations,  representing  a  broad  range  of 
political  perspectives. 

“The  response  to  the  campaign  has  far  ex¬ 
ceeded  our  expectations,”  says  Peg  Yorkin, 
producer  of  the  national  tour.  “In  most 
cities,  our  event  was  the  largest  feminist 
gathering  since  the  1977  National  Women’s 
Conferences.  The  enthusiasm  and  outpour- 

...  slogans  included  “ Teach 
Peace,  ”  ( ‘Ordain  Women  or 
Stop  Baptizing  Them  ”  and 
“Clitzpah.  ” 

ing  of  support  shows  that  the  time  for  this 
campaign  is  long  overdue.” 

Indeed,  for  women  who  concur  that 
power  comes  through  holding  elected  of¬ 
fice,  Smeal’s  scheme  heralds  a  kind  of  mass 
exultation  only  hinted  at  by  Geraldine  Fer¬ 
raro’s  vice-presidential  run  in  ‘84.  Now  a 
national  support  network  is  mobilizing  to 
enforce  the  Feminist  Majority  plan: 
“Before  the  candidate  filing  date,  the  per¬ 
formance  of  all  candidates  in  an  area  should 
be  reviewed.  If  no  feminists  are  running  for 
a  given  office,  Candidate  Search  Teams 
should  be  organized  to  find  a  competent 
feminist  to  run. 

“Win  or  lose,  we  will  allow  no  more  free 
rides  —  no  longer  will  we  let  reactionary  in¬ 
cumbents  go  unchallenged  in  primaries  or 
general  elections.  The  goal  is  to  make  sure 
that  dedicated,  dynamic  feminists  are  run¬ 
ning.” 

Hobnobbing  in  the  Hub 

Boston  hosted  the  ninth  stop  of  “Take 
the  Power”  on  March  28  at  the  glitzy  Park 
Plaza  Hotel.  Organizers  were  pleasantly  sur¬ 
prised  by  the  large  turnout  of  nearly  1500 
people,  most  of  whom  were  white,  business- 
attired  women.  As  young  women  in 
raspberry-pink  Feminization  of  Power 
t-shirts  scurried  to  dig  up  more  chairs  and 
printed  programs,  participants  milled  about 
the  ballroom  talking  and  perusing  exhibits. 
A  smorgasbord  of  political  groups 
distributed  literature,  including  the  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance 
(GBL/GPA),  the  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis 
Center  and  the  General  Electric  Boycott 
organization.  Voters  were  registered  and 
other  t-shirted  volunteers  sold  bumper 
stickers  and  buttons  whose  slogans  included 
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“Teach  Peace,”  “Ordain  Women  or  Stop  Bap¬ 
tizing  Them”  and  “Clitzpah.”  A  favorite  but¬ 
ton  (also  in  the  raspberry-pink  motif)  simply 
reads  “5  °7o”  —  announcing  the  dearth  of 
women  in  U.S.  Congress. 

A  highlight  of  the  pre-show  offerings  was 
an  historical  photographic  exhibit  called 
“Women  in  Power,”  compiled  by  Toni 
Carabillo,  Judith  Meuli  and  June  Bundy 
Csida.  Photos  accompanied  by  brief 
descriptions  honor  the  lives  of  prominent 
women  officials  like  Barbara  Jordan 
(D-Texas,  1972-78),  the  first  southern  Black 
woman  elected  to  the  House;  Frances 
Perkins,  (Secretary  of  Labor,  1933-45),  the 
first  woman  in  the  U.S.  cabinet;  and  Gro 
Harlem  Brundtland,  prime  minister  of  Nor¬ 
way. 

The  photo  show  is  one  traveling  staple  of 
the  Feminization  of  Power  campaign.  Also 
on  the  tour  are  the  films  and  music  of 
veteran  feminist  Kay  Weaver.  Beckoned  by 
the  taped  strains  of  “Sisters  are  doing  it  for 
themselves,”  attendees  gathered  at  the  main 
stage  to  clap  and  dance  to  Weaver’s  opening 
song,  “Fired  Up.”  Next,  her  inspirational 
film  about  women’s  triumphs  called  “One 
Fine  Day”  brought  the  crowd  to  its  feet  to 
cheer  on  the  speechmakers:  Smeal,  Yorkin, 
Massachusetts  Lt.  Gov.  Evelyn  Murphy  and 
Margaret  Burnham,  former  Municipal 
Court  judge. 

“We  are  fed  up,”  bellowed  Smeal  to  the 
Bostonians.  “We  are  tired  of  voting  for  the 
lesser  of  two  evils.  The  way  to  win  —  while 
we  fight  against  the  erosion  of  our  rights 
everywhere  —  is  to  go  on  the  offensive.  To 
make  change,  profound  change. 

“If  we  are  ever  to  turn  around  the 
disastrous  trends  now  threatening  our  na¬ 
tion... if  we  are  ever  to  stop  the  feminization 
of  poverty. ..then  we  must  have  a  Feminiza¬ 
tion  of  Power.” 

Emphasizing  that  even  mainstream  pun¬ 
dits  claim  more  than  half  of  U.S.  women 
identify  as  feminists,  Smeal  urged  women  to 
take  the  risk  of  running  for  office.  The  other 
speakers  also  stressed  the  need  for  further 
grasping  of  power.  While  Murphy  entreated 
the  crowd  to  chant,  “We  must  run,  we  must 
win,”  Smeal  carried  the  momentum  with 
assertions  like,  “A  movement  for  social 
agendas  for  women  just  isn’t  going  to  be 
stopped.”  And  as  spirits  soared  among 
many  of  the  gathered  feminists,  Weaver 
belted  out  a  bawdy  country  ditty. 

She  crooned:  “Treat  me  like  a  woman, 
but  pay  me  like  a  man.... there’s  only  one 
distinction,  you’re  paid  double  if  you’re 
hung.” 

Boston’s  Feminization  of  Power  ex¬ 
travaganza  seemed  to  focus  efforts  on  a 
bandwagon-style  appeal  for  support.  The 
ideas  were  general,  and  the  politics,  while 
claiming  to  be  inclusive,  were  also  vague. 
Lesbian  issues  were  not  mentioned  at  all  un¬ 
til  a  woman  in  the  audience  yelled  out, 
“What  about  the  L  word?”  as  Smeal  spoke 
of  other  concerns  not  addressed  by  male 
politicians.  Thereafter,  Smeal  included  les- 
bian/gays  rights  among  a  catch-all  list  of 
political  priorities.  The  AIDS  epidemic  was 
referred  to  only  amidst  a  general  condemna¬ 
tion  of  political  bigotry. 

The  literature  distributed  by  Feminization 
of  Power  organizers  is  more  specific,  though 
it  presumes  the  most  effective  means  of 
change  is  through  electoral  politics.  Well- 
researched  statements  document  the  pro- 
feminist  effects  of  some  legislative  reforms, 
but  no  discussions  are  included  about  the 
dangers  of  perpetuating  a  movement 
dominated  by  white,  heterosexual,  middle- 
class  women.  Some  women  leaving  the 
Boston  event  were  visi  bly  moved;  others  ex¬ 
pressed  bemusement  with  the  traveling 
feminist  variety  show.  Others,  however, 
seemed  alienated  by  the  glitz,  rhetoric  and 
homogeneity.  The  tour  marches  from  city  to 
city,  eerily  paralleling  the  ‘88  presidential 
campaign’s  continuing  masculinization  of 
power.  □ 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


Your  ad  could  be 
here  for  as  little  as 
$60  per  month 

Call 

(617)  426-4469 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


PERSONALS 


PERSONALS 


ATTENTION  CLASSIFIED  AD  CUSTOMERS 

The  Post  Office  has  lost  or  misplaced  2  days  of  our  in¬ 
coming  mail,  including  many  classified  ads.  Please  look 
for  your  ad  next  week.  Sorry  for  the  inconvenience.  (37) 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St..  Boston,  MA 
021 16.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

COACH  DYKE  SOFTBALL 

Fun  and  hot  lesbian  softball  team  seeks  coach.  You 
should  be  interested  in  working  with  a  cooperative  team 
including  players  of  different  abilities  (advanced  begin¬ 
ner  to  excellent)  on  improving  hitting  and  fielding  skills. 
Season  starts  in  May.  Call  Lindsey  at  783-7131  or  Laurie 
at  864-1466  ASAP. _ (40) 

Affectionate  gay  man,  25,  quietly  playful,  enjoys  out¬ 
doors,  biking,  serious  music,  hugs,  new  experiences. 
Seeking  openminded,  politically  aware,  mature,  non¬ 
smoking  man,  any  race,  with  similar  interests/traits  for 
companionship,  possibly  romance.  GCN  Box  302.  (40) 

GWM  36,  6’  1701b,  Handsome.  Brown  hair/moustache. 
Health  care  professional.  Serious/silly.  In¬ 
dependent/dependent.  Strong/vulnerable. 
Mature/maturing.  Have  many  interests/good  friends, 
but  there  are  those  lonely  moments.  Seek  one  special 
friend  to  share  laughs,  thoughts  and  more.  Write  DH 
c/o  PO  Box  2854  Bklyn,  NY  11202. _ (38) 

ORIENTAL  GUY 

Tuesday  morning  Ashmont  Train.  I  was  on  wrong  train, 
got  off  at  UMass.  We  smiled  at  each  other  a  lot.  You’re 
beautiful!  Who  are  you?  GCN  Box  299. _ (38) 

FOOTLOOSE'N  FANCY  FREE 

LF  28  sks  dance  partner.  Longtime  pal  has  moved  away 
to  join  her  lover.  I’m  sgle,  tall,  very  active,  into  new 
wave,  funk,  some  disco/pop.  Prefer  similar  girls  with 
energy  to  go  out  Sundays.  GCN  Box  300 _ (38) 

A  GIFT  TO  YOUR  LOVER 

Are  you  ready  for  a  permanent  commitment?  We  offer  a 
ceremony  and  reception  in  the  presence  of  your  guests  to 
make  your  life  together  a  memorable  experience.  Call 
Cape  Cod  (617)  255-6713. _ (38) 

KENNEDY  SCHOOL  TEDDYBEAR 
You  sat  next  to  me,  stocky,  bearded,  glasses,  leather 
jacket.  In  balcony  bleachers.  Me:  much  the  same.  Care 
to  discuss  what  Ginny  Apuzzo  said  over  coffee?  Or 
whatever.  GCN  Box 

30L _ (39) 

S:  Have  you  even  been  reading  these  things  lately?  No? 
Oh  well,  hello  to  all  of  our  fans,  especially  those  Act 
Out-ers  out  there!  C. _ (38) 

Bright  LF  Early  twenties,  warm,  attractive,  seeking  kind 
woman  with  sense  of  humor  to  share  evening  walks,  din¬ 
ing  out  and  great  conversation  —  monogamous  relation¬ 
ship.  Age  no  concern.  Please  write:  P.O.  Box  4932 
Natick,  Mass,  01760 _ (36) 

GCN's  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. 


yjornongotherin 


June  10-12 
1988 


0  0  0  7/ 


©  © 


O  ©  ©  O 
O  O  o  o  o 
©  ©  ©  ©  o  o 


SERVICES 


Shmutzles  against  Shmutz 

(Rags  aginst  dirt) 

Have  handywipe.  will  travel. 

Doing  what  you  haven't  got  time  for. 
Bonded  and  insured  References  available 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  8.  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Jon  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25*  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25! 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35!  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  O  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x . 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $  — 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ _ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  — 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $ _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


SERVICES 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge.  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 


TROUBLED  PEOPLE 

Even  after  you're  out  you  may  still  feel  depressed,  con¬ 
fused,  lonely,  just  plain  miserable.  Psychotherapy  helps. 
Interview  the  therapist  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman, 
MA,  Newton.  (617)964-2510. _  (41) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Core  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treotment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR.  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street.  Brookline  232-1459 
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WOMONGATHERING! 

LIVING  A  WOMONIST  FUTURE  TODAY! 

WOMONGATHERING  is  local  and  nationally 
recognized  women  spiritual  leaders  reflecting  the  diversi¬ 
ty  of  beliefs  known  as  Women’s  Spirituality.  This 
weekend  of  INTENSIVE,  EXPERIENTIAL, 
WORKSHOPS  is  held  at  a  scenic,  private  camp  near 
Oxford,  PA.  the  weekend  of  June  10-12th.  Superb 
recreational  facilities  include  an  Olympic  sized  pool  and 
lighted  tennis  courts.  The  crafts  area  showcases 
spiritually-oriented  woman-made  products  and  services 
including  crystals,  readers,  body  workers  and  herbalists. 
Indoor  hot  showers  and  flush  toilets,  dormitory  styled 
cabins  or  tenting  available.  $140  includes  all  workshops, 
activities,  housing  and  meals  for  the  weekend.  Write  for 
a  registration  brochure.  Campfest  Festivals, 
WOMONGATHERING,  RR3,  Box  185-W206, 
Franklinville,  NJ  09322,  or  call  Gloria  (609)  694-2037. 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  Uam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60 -r /hr.) _ (47) 


TAX  PREPARATION 

by 

Gordon  Parry 

Individual,  Partnership  & 
Corporate  Returns 

Two  Locations: 

Newbury  Street  •  Boston 
Washington  Street  •  Medford 

(617)  730-4103 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

)OHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  serivee.  Free  Estimate  776-2271 . _ (38) 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Staffing  Coordinators 


Exciting  and  challenging  positions 
are  available  in  the  area’s  largest  and 
most  respected  temporary  nursing 
placement  service.  These  positions  are 
in  our  downtown  office,  with  openings 
on  days,  evenings,  and  weekends. 

We  have  both  full-time  and  part- 
time  openings.  Our  continued  growth 
requires  that  the  individuals  selected  be 
well-motivated,  articulate  and  have 
some  previous  related  experience. 
Responsibilities  include:  heavy 
telephone  contact  with  medical  clients 
and  temporary  employees,  interview¬ 
ing  and  placing  employees  on 
assignments.  Competitive  salary  and 
incentive  bonus  package  offered.  (This 
is  a  smoking  office.)  resume  indicating 
which  shift  and  full-  or  part-time  to: 


Steven  Kacouros 

Staff  Builders  Health  Care  Services 
18  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
or  call  523-3190 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


LEGAL  SECRETARY 

Office  Manager /Legal  Secretary  for  progressive, 
community-oriented  Jamaica  Plain  law  firm  (four  at¬ 
torneys).  Prior  legal  experience  preferred,  but  not  re¬ 
quired;  will  train.  Word  processing,  shorthand,  book¬ 
keeping  and  dictaphone  experience  preferred.  Strong 
typing  skills  a  must.  Friendly  relaxed  office  near  T.  Ex¬ 
cellent  fringe  benefits;  salary  commensurate  with  ex¬ 
perience.  Call  Jill  Heine  or  Melinda  Drew  at  (617) 
522-9292. _ (38) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Houseperson  wanted  -  clean  dependable.  Room,  salary, 
good  tips,  full-time.  Now  until  Nov.  30th.  Call  10:30  to 
7:30487-0094. _ (41) 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY  TO  CEO 

National  progressive  healthcare  company  located  in 
Waltham  seeks  a  mature  individual  to  provide  manage¬ 
ment,  admininstrative  and  secretarial  support  to  the 
President  and  CEO.  Individual  must  posess  a  high  level 
of  professionalism,  secretarial  and  administrative  skills, 
communication  skills  and  proven  ability  to  manage  peo¬ 
ple  and  projects.  Knowledge  of  word  processing  and 
spreadsheet  software  required.  Please  send  resume  and 
salary  history  to:  Susan  Taney,  Director  of  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Services,  ARC,  411  Waverley  Oaks, 
Waltham,  MA  02154. _ (38) 

Hairdresser  wanted  for  busy  Provincetown  Salon.  Year- 
round  job,  living  accomodations  possible.  Call  Pete  im- 
mediately  for  interview,  leave  message.  487- 1 646.  (38) 

DELIVERY  SERVICE 

Part-time  —  You  set  hours.  Must  know  Middlesex 
County,  have  own  car  and  insurance.  Commissions. 
Mon-Sat  call  256-7285. _ (39) 

BIKE  SHOP 

Broadway  Bicycle  School  is  looking  for  female  and  male 
bicycle  mechanics  of  both  sexes  (joke).  Experience  is 
preferred,  but  we  will  (rain.  Call  868-3392. _ (39) 

INTERIOR  PAINTING 

Novice  and  experienced.  Transportation  helpful. 
Careful  work  essential.  787-9437, _ (38) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MOUNT  HOLYOKE  COLLEGE  LESBIANS 

Join  international  network  of  alumnae,  students,  and  friends, 
over  160  so  far!  Send  long  SASE,  ideas  to  D.  Albino,  32  Elm, 
Cambridge.  MA  021 39,  (617)  868-01 17 _ (38) 

CRAFTSWOMEN  WANTED! 

Who  are  interested  in  joining  The  Women’s  Craftsmarket 
Collective  for  our  May  7th  and  June  4the  events.  Please  call 
(617)  576-6916  (1  lam-lOpm)  ASAP _ J38) 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  tool).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 14-6194, _ (49) 

HELP  WANTED 

DANCE  CO.  MANAGER 

North  Atlantic  Ballet  seeks  business  manager  to  oversee 
all  programs  and  administrative  functions.  Some  fiscal 
responsibility.  BA  plus  4  years  related  experience,  or 
MA  in  field  plus  2  years  related  experience.  Preference 
to  applicants  with  non-profit  or  arts  organization  ex¬ 
perience.  Salary  mid-20’s.  Submit  resume  and  letter  of 
intent  to  GCN  Box  296. _  _ (38) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer. 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


2  GM’s  looking  for  third  to  share  large  7  rm  apart.  Dor¬ 
chester  near  Red  line  Ashmont.  Smokers,  cat,  avail. 
May  1st  300  month,  half  util.  Call  825-3998  after 
6pm, _ _ (39) 

2  LFs  for  sunny,  spacious  3  bedroom  apt.  in  Belmont 
(near  Cambridge  line).  Non-smokers,  vegetarians,  into 
creating  a  home  with  LF  -  holistic,  peaceful,  non- 
drugs/alcohol.  280  + ,  near  ‘T*.  484-1553. _ (39) 

LF,  27  and  GM,  24  seek  non-smoking,  vegetarian  LF, 
24  +  with  sense  of  humor  for  beautiful  Somerville  apart¬ 
ment.  Sorry,  no  more  cats.  Available  4/1,  295  + 
776-7909. _ (39) 

BLF  and  JLF  28  seek  LF  25  +  for  spacious  sunny  house 
on  quiet  street  near  Davis  Square.  Friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent,  political,  semi-coop.  W/D,  sunporch,  patio. 
Available  now.  $270  +  .  Sorry,  no  smoke/pets. 
776-8405. _ (39) 

JP  SUMMER  SUBLET/FALL  OPTION 
Three  l.f.s  seeking  L.F.  25  +  to  share  beautiful  J.P.  apt. 
progressive  politics,  food,  w/d.  Summer/possible  fall 
option.  (6/1-8/31  negotiable).  Near  Pond,  arboretum, 
T.  No  smoking.  $192.50+  call  Beth  326-0400 
days/524-6209  nights. _ (38) 

SOMERVILLE  NEAR  TEELE  SQ 
GM  26  seeks  M/F  for  2BR  Apt,  hardwood  floors,  pan¬ 
try,  near  red  line  and  busses,  no  pets/smokers,  avail  5/1 
$350  plus  ulils.  and  security  dep.  Ken  776-7894.  (38) 

L  seeks  F  for  2  bdrm.  apt.  in  Watertown.  Convenient 
location.  No  pets.  Avail.  June  1st  282.50  plus  utilities. 
Call  Ginny  926-3474. _ (38) 

HOUSEMATE  WANTED  IN  WATERTOWN 
Two  unfurnished  rooms  for  quiet  female.  Great  for 
bedroom  and  study  or  sitting  room.  Large  kitchen, 
yard,  one  block  from  public  transportation.  No  pets, 
drugs,  alcohol  or  smokers  please.  $400.00  month.  Call 
924-6541, _ (38) 

3W  seeking  4th  W  to  share  spacious  half  of  a  two  family 
house  in  Dorchester.  On  street  parking.  Near  T.  Semi¬ 
coop.  No  heterophobics.  200 +  .  Available  S/I.  Call 
265-8818. _ (39) 

April  and  May  sublet  —  2JF’s  sk  1 F  for  veggie,  friendly, 
quiet,  independent  household.  Somerville,  close  to  T. 
623-8603.  (38) 
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ROOMMATE  WANTED  ORGANIZATIONS 


CAMBRIDGE  -  HARVARD  SQUARE 

Feminist  roommate  sought  to  share  1920’s  style  (newly 
rehab’d)  apartment.  Suited  for  independent  non-smoker 
who  likes  light,  antiques,  space,  porches,  a  yard,  laun¬ 
dry  facilities,  amd  beautiful  hardwood  floors.  $495  + 
(May  1  —  flexible).  Call  Ellen  at  354-3966. _ (38) 

Sunny  Somerville  Home.  Three  LFs  seek  fourth.  We 
have  two  second  floor  porches,  garden,  spacious  rooms. 
Our  semi-coop,  semi-veg,  cigarrette  and  furry  pet  free 
home  is  near  Davis  Square.  776-0303. _ (38) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+ . 
Call  Anne  666-1267. _ (38) 

WATERTOWN 

Avail.  2/1,  2F  2M  sks  quiet  housemate  29+  for  6  bdrm 
hse,  lg  yd,  w/d,  no  additional  smkrs,  no  pets.  1  or  2  rms 
at  232.50/mo  ea.  +  util.  Call  7-9pm  wkdys.  11-4  wknds 
923-1367, _ (38) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

LOOKING  FOR  HOME 

30  year  old  Portuguese  L.F.  looking  for  multi-cultural 
household  of  3-4  LF’s.  Camb.  area.  Indep.  but  supportive. 
Share  food,  chores,  occ.  meals,  feminist,  progressive  politics. 
Dina,  623-0310 _ (3?) 

GM  31  musician  Mass,  native  seeking  home  and  'A  friendly 
considered  roommates.  $300  maximum,  need  parking,  prefer 
10+  miles  outside  Boston.  Call  Ian  789-4001  before 
11pm. _ (38) 

APARTMENTS 

P-TOWN  APT 

Priv.  beach;  cable  T.V.,  wash/dry;  A/C,  Q-Bed,  Sleeper  sofa, 
kitch.  appl’s,  micro,  linen.  Very  Contemp.,  no  pets, 
nonsmoking.  Call  Don  (617)  963-2509;  7-9pm  M-F.  Sum- 
mer/$6,700, _ (38) 

REAL  ESTATE 

CAMBRIDGE  HOUSE  FOR  SALE 

Renovated  antique  farmhouse.  First  floor  open  plan 
with  exposed  brick  chimney  —  sliders  to  redwood  hot 
tub.  3  bedrooms,  2  baths.  Deck  and  patio.  Solar  Hot- 
water.  Near  Memorial  Drive  —  walk  to  shopping, 
Charles  River,  Central  and  Harvard  Square.  $227K. 
Sheryl  924-0199. _ (38) 

GREAT  JP  CONDOS  FOR  SALE 

Fab  6  room,  3  bed,  1  bath  condos,  1 100  s.f., 

Euro  Kit.  and  bath,  oak  floors,  beautiful  layout 
only  $113,900  and  $119,900  near  new  T 
Call  Walter  at  Century  21  522-7075 
_ (38) 

HOME  FOR  SALE 

Charming  Victorian  Saltbox  in  historic  Providence 
neighborhood.  Double  lvrm  with  fireplace,  dining 
room,  European  kitchen,  4  bdrms  1  'A  baths.  Tiled 
foyer,  wood  floors.  Totally  renovated  with  new  systems. 
Double  lot,  garage  and  deck.  Expandable  attic  space. 
$95,000  Call  Tom  or  Sue  (401)  521-6046. _ (38) 


FOR  SALE 


RESTAURANT  FOR  SALE 

Great  Boston  location  with  18  year  lease.  E-Z  to  run. 
Turn  key  operation.  Gross  $5,000/wk.  Priced  to  sell. 
277-7743. _ (39) 

VACATIONS 

DISCOVER  NEW  ENGLAND’S  GAY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool  and  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Our  100  acre  mountain 
setting  offers  peace,  privacy,  beautiful  views,  spec¬ 
tacular  sunsets  and  lovely  paths  for  walking  hand-in- 
hand.  Great  hiking,  reduced  rate  golf,  tennis,  antiquing 
and  summer  theater  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn,  PO 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Inkeepers. _ _ (16.7) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Celebrate  Spring  with  a  visit  to  Vermont.  Cozy  woman- 
owned  &  operated  farm/retreat.  Adorable  beby  goats, 
horseback  riding,  maple  sugaring,  spring  skiing.  A 
scenic  3 Vi  hours  from  Boston.  Off  season  rates.  Call 
(802)  533-7772. _ (39) 

THE  GREENHOUSE 

Cozy,  comfortable  guest  house  for  women.  Parking, 
centrally  located,  reasonable.  MC  and  Visa.  18  Pearl  St. 
Box  22,  Provincetown,  Mass  02657.  Phone  (617) 
487-2210. _ ; _ (38) 

ORGANIZATIONS 


PRIDE 


GUIDE 


'88 


GET  LISTED! 

Groups  marching  June  11  send  name  and  contact  for 
listing  in  guide.  Also  Calendar  listings.  Deadline  May  1. 
Write  Pride  Committee,  Box  8916,  Boston,  MA  02114. 
Call  267-21 13. _ (38) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info;  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to 

participate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF.  CA,  941 14. 
_ _ (16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info.  (15.32) 

ARE  YOU  A  7  SISTER  COLL  ALUM! 

Interested  in  joining  a  new  network  of  seven  sister  les¬ 
bian  alumnae  for  fun  and  informal  social  activities?  If 
so,  call  Holly  at  964-0767.  Confidentiality  rigorously 
respected. _ (38) 


CH1LTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 
An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Our  10th  Year  Anniversary 


Michael 

787-0428 


Kitty 

282-6437 


PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  K263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.--) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDI  AN:  Independent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer -4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  DeptGCN,  33W  1 7th  St.  NY,  NY.  1001 1. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009.  (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$1 1/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 


MOYERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

5224)826 


CJ 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

.  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

CO 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

£ 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

t: 

236-1848 

STUFF  THE  NEWS! 

GCN  needs  volunteers  to  stuff  and  label  the 
paper  for  its  subscribers  world-wide.  Come  by 
anytime  Friday  evenings  between  3  and  9pm. 
Join  the  party,  meet  new  friends. 

Catered  by  Downtown  Cafe  and  Berkeley  Pizza. 


GCN  AT  62  BERKELEY  STREET,  BOSTON 
BETWEEN  ARLINGTON  AND  BACK  BAY  T  STOPS 
CALL  426-4469  FOR  MORE  INFO 


risoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


fvE  LIVED  HERE 
IN  THIS  CITY 
FOR  CVER40 
YEARS!. ..AND 
NEVER  ONCE/ 
HA/E  I  BEEN 
BRUTALIZED 
BY  THE 
POLICE!! 


Dear  GCN,  in  the  issue  with  my  penpal  ad  in  it, 
the  ID  number  was  wrong.  In  case  anyone 
wrote,  please  let  them  know  the  correct  address 
is:  LEONARDO  FLORES  PALOMO, 
04059-131,  Box  1000,  Leavenworth  KS  66048 


Lonely  gay  male,  32,  wishes  to  write  and  maybe 
meet  when  free  a  friend.  I  love  boating  and  the 
water,  especially  at  night.  Pictures  exchanged  if 
wanted.  James  REAVIS,  Box  137  Rt  2, 
Creswell  NC  27928. 


Bisexual,  small  male,  30,  into  ALL  types  of 

SAFE  sex,  desires  correspondence.  Ray  HUFF, 
38826-079,  Box  1000(B-5),  Seagoville  TX  75159 


I  you  like  you  can  put  my  name  in  the  penpal 
ads.  I  enjoy  the  outdoors,  swimming  in  the 
nude,  and  would  like  to  write  a  bisexual. 
Michael  PREMO,  EF-189025,  Reidsville  GA 
30499 _ 

I’m  very  lonely  at  this  time  and  desperate  to 
meet  people  who  are  openminded  and  wouldn’t 
mind  writing  a  prisoner.  Thank  you.  Steven 
GRANT,  85A  1717,  Box  367,  Dannemora  NY 
12929 


Bisexual  looking  for  friendship  or  possible  rela¬ 
tionship.  Would  love  to  hear  from  TV,  TS  or 
she  males.  I  make  boats  in  hobby  craft  and 
listen  to  music.  I  am  Japanese  and  Indian. 
Calvin  SELF,  C-351233,  Box  50  (F-40,  C-34), 
Polk  City  FL  33868. 


A  poem 

“Though  you’re  so  far  away, 

I  can  honestly  say 

My  prison  is  not  what  it  seems 

When  1  picture  you  in  my  dreams.” 

1  need  someone  to  write.  Tim  GRIMALDI, 
11013,  Box  7000,  Carson  City  NV  89702 


Gay  male,  34,  disappearing  brown  hair,  seeks 
correspondents.  Interests?  I’m  a  person  that  en¬ 
joys  building/creating:  houses,  decks,  poems, 
and  paintings.  I’m  not  a  person  for  crowds  or 
parties.  Philip  GILLESPIE,  67480,  Unit  29F, 
Parchman  MS  38738. 


I  have  been  gay  almost  6  years  now  although  I 

don’t  see  any  thing  wrong  by  being  gay  because 
if  that  what  turns  that  persons  sex  needs  on  well 
who  gives  a  hell  with  them  people  out  there 
because  I’m  going  to  do  what  I  feel  that  turns 
me  on.  But  the  other  reason  I  am  writing  is 
because  I  am  so  longly  at  this  time  and  no  one 
to  talk  to  but  these  walls.  I  just  want  to  be  a  free 
lady  to  do  the  things  I  want.  My  ass  is  big  and 
will  turn  any  old  man  on.  I’m  good  at  what  I 
do,  and  getting  better  as  I  go!  Please  write  me. 
Robin  'PHILLIPS,  343236,  Rt  1  Box  16, 
Lovelady  TX  75851. 

■P 


vtrTVI 


urn 


I’m  an  attractive  30  yr  old  female,  pretty  black 
skin,  looking  for  a  mature  woman  to  share  my 
thoughts  and  interests  with  and  one  that  can  ac¬ 
cept  the  fact  that  I’m  currently  incarcerated.  I 
enjoy  music,  dancing,  and  some  sports.  My  oc¬ 
cupation  used  to  be  nursing.  Sincerely,  your 
friend,  Queen  Esther  MOSES,  738823,  PO  Box 
8540  (455),  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


Lesbian  Dyke  looking  for  a  female  person  to 
correspond  with  and  build  a  friendship  with. 
Not  supposed  to  write  other  prisoners,  but  if 
your  mail  isn’t  ‘stamped’  I  should  get  it.  Age  no 
difference.  Cindy  JOHNSON,  110615,  Box 
1 1492-EHU,  Oklahoma  City  OK  73136 


Need  a  friend  and  penpal.  32  yr  old  prisoner, 
would  like  same  sex.  Can’t  write  other 
prisoners.  Write  Denny  POTTER,  Box 
B-3600072B,  Anamosa  I A  52205. _ 

Black,  well  hung,  enjoy  sports,  traveling  and 

would  like  to  hear  from  serious  minded  people 
for  conversation  and  loving.  Race  not  impor¬ 
tant.  Not  looking  for  fakes  or  $$$.  Can’t  write 
other  prisoners.  Justin  BLACK,  Y-9831, 
Drawer  K,  Dallas  PA  18612. 


This  is  an  URGENT  appeal  for  some  medical 

advice  or  references.  I’m  having  terrible 
stomach  pains,  diagnosed  as  Irritable  Bowel 
Syndrome  and  I  need  to  know  what  foods  are 
high  in  FIBER.  Please  write  Farrell  JONES, 
33554,  (4D-24),  1012  W.  Columbia,  Farm¬ 
ington  MO  63640. 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 

QQQQQQQQQQQQQG 


Gay  man  seeking  correspondence.  I’m  a  very 
down  to  earth  individual  looking  for  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  someone.  If  interested  please  write. 
Fred  MARKLE,  K-9924,  Box  200,  Camp  Hill 
PA  17011. 


I’m  romantic,  sensitive,  and  extremely  pas¬ 
sionate.  I‘m  a  former  fashion  model  and  in 
need  of  correspondence  from  those  who  truly 
care,  and  possess  a  compassionate  understan¬ 
ding  and  the  intellect  to  relate  to  my  situation. 
Chris  MITCHELL,  199-285,  Box  56,  Lebanon 
OH  45036. 


I  am  Cuban,  black  and  would  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  other  gays  in  the  streets.  Here 
everybody  calls  me  sexy  Nancy  and  the  ad¬ 
ministration  has  me  in  ‘protection’  because 
gangs  here  are  always  trying  to  hurt  us  for  no 
reason.  I’d  like  some  letters  from  someone. 
Pedro  HERNANDEZ,  088998  (941),  1150  SW 
Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956 


I  was  bom  in  Mass,  and  have  been  gay  for  as 
long  as  1  can  remember.  In  and  out  of  foster 
homes  also.  Could  I  get  a  penpal  so  I  could  have 
someone  on  the  outside  to  write  to?  Robert 
GODLEWSKI,  453401,  Ellis  2  Rt  3,  Huntsville 
TX  77340 


I  would  like  a  penpal.  Some  of  my  likes  are 
Prince,  Stevie  Nicks,  martial  arts,  nature, 
China,  children,  people  who  try,  and  sex  (of 
course!)  Dislikes  are  being  alone,  greed,  abused 
people  and  animals,  and  lies.  I’m  most  afraid  of 
just  giving  up  and  not  caring.  Please  write.  Joby 
PEPE,  147858,  Box  1000,  Craigsville  VA  24430 


Sexy,  sweet,  fun,  lonely  transsexual  in  search  of 
a  that  loving  man  that  values  love:  gentle, 
thoughtful,  strong  and  ever-growing.  Thank 
you  so  much  for  all  the  hard  work  of  the  GCN 
Prisoner  Project!!  P.  LUSTER,  153862,  1012 
W,  Columbia,  Farmington  MO  63640. 


I  know  you’re  out  there! 

I  would  like  to  have  penfriends  on  the  outside 
who  would  like  to  write  a  gay  male.  I’m  in¬ 
terested  in  politics,  psychology,  and  about  any 
subject  from  A-Z.  My  true  vocation  in  life  is 
knowing  Good  People.  You  can  write  me  at; 
Ron  MEOLA,  180830  (1407),  PO  Box  1100, 
Avon  Park  FL  33825. _ 

College  educated,  33  yr  old,  gay  man  in  prison 

seeking  a  true  friendship.  Richard  EDER, 
86A3013,  Box  AG,  Fallsburg  NY  12733. 
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16  Saturday  □ 
Libana’s  annual 
spring  concert. 
Somerville  Theatre. 
8pm.  Info:  625-1081. 


9  Saturday 

Boston  □  Conference  on  Women  and  AIDS:  “Our 
Communities  Respond."  Sponsored  by  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center.  Suffolk  U.,  55  Temple  St. 
8am-6:30pm.  $45,  sliding  fee  scale  available.  Info: 
267-1538. 

Boston  □  “Something  about  the  Women”  features 
WINGS  —  Women's  International  News  Gathering  Ser¬ 
vice  tape.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  I0am-2pm. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and 
stories  of  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS 
crisis  every  Saturday.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater 
music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Boston  □  Brian  Willson  speaks  about  U.S.  interven¬ 
tion  in  Central  America.  Sponsored  by  CASA  and 
Veterans  for  Peace.  Faneuil  Hall.  I  pm.  Info:  492-8699. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Party  for  the  Nicaragua-U.S. 
Labor  Friendship  Tour  with  CASA.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  Firehouse  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  659  Centre 
St.  9pm- 1 :30am.  Info:  492-8699. 

Boston  □  Kate  Clinton  performs  at  Club  Cabaret  at 
the  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  Through  4/15.  Ticket 
prices  vary.  Info:  536-0972. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  School  class  “Women  and 
Disability.”  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
I0am-4pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  □  12th  Annual  Artists'  Ball.  Masquerade 
theme:  "Tooloose  through  the  Looking  Glass."  Featur¬ 
ing  costume  competition  and  the  Fat  City  Band. 
Cydorama,  539  Tremont  St.  8pm- 1  am.  $15  in  advance, 
$18  at  door.  Info:  443-8871. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Theological  Center 
benefit  dance  and  fundraiser.  Featuring  jazz  vocalist 
Paula  Elliott.  Episcopal  Divinity  School,  Washburn  Hall, 
99  Brattle  St.  8- 1 2pm.  $8-12.  Info:  277-1330. 


16  Saturday  □  Mykolas  Hazen  leads  Body 
Electric  massage  healing  group. 


Framingham  □  Framingham  State  College  Gays 
and  Friends  Organization  hosts  a  dance.  Open  to  all 
100  State  St.,  on  FSC  campus.  9pm-lam.  $1. 

Boston  □  Friends  of  Dignity/Boston  Rite  of  Spring 
Dance.  Creative  attire  suggested.  Costume  and  door 
prizes,  DJ.  YWCA  auditorium,  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 
lam.  (Pre-dance  costume  "workshop"  6-9pm.)  $10  in 
advance,  $12  at  door.  Info:  536-6518. 

Henniker,  NH  □  “April  Dances  for  Gay  Dollars” 

fundraising  event  for  New  Hampshire’s  first  Gay  Pride 
Day  scheduled  for  June  25.  Featuring  “Kid  Sister"  and 
live  D.J.  Sponsored  by  Citizens  Alliance  for  Gay  &  Les¬ 
bian  Rights.  Pat’s  Peak,  Rt.  114.  8pm-lam.  $5. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  singles  discuss  "Attractions  to 
Unavailable  Women.”  DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  7pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

10  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors 

potluck  dinner.  Speaker  from  New  England  Names  Pro¬ 
ject.  Please  bring  a  dish  to  share  and  a  non-alcoholic 
beverage.  First  Church  Unitarian,  comer  Eliot  &  Centre 
Sts.  4-7pm.  Info:  Liz  522-3894,  Kenn  522-6253. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  pesents  ongoing  healing 
group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support. 
Meets  every  Sunday.  Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics 
room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

Haverhill  □  Lesbians  of  the  Merrimack  Valley 

meet  for  potluck,  socializing  and  discussion  of  future 
events.  Bring  a  dish  to  share.  6:30pm.  Info:  521-2239. 

Cambridge  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  — 
Boston  holding  a  discussion  session  on  Act-Out  with 
Fred  Frens.  Phillip  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
l-3:30pm.  Info:  266-4378. 

Brookline  □  Brookline-Brighton-Allston  lesbians 

potluck  dinner  and  videos.  6pm.  Info:  566-0183. 

Boston  □  Jazz  Women  in  Concert  series  presents 
Janet  Grice,  jazz  bassoonist,  and  ensemble.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Cultural  Center  at  Villa  Victoria,  85  W. 
Newton  St.  3pm  ($5),  8pm  ($8).  Info:  397-8311. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  potluck  dinner  at 

Dennis's.  7pm.  Info:  282-2962  or  282-7822. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  special  guest  Shiva 
Barton,  naturopathic  doctor.  WROR  98.5FM.  12:30am 
(Monday  morning). 

1 1  Monday 

Boston  □  Names  Project  New  England  chapter 
quilting  bee.  Help  available  for  starting  new  panels. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  Boylston  St.  entrance.  6-9pm.  In¬ 
fo:  451-9003. 

Boston  □  Safe  sex  workshop  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men  with  Janice  Irvine,  Ph  D.  BU  Student  Center  Rm. 
315,  77S  Commonwealth  Ave.  7:30pm.  Info:  353-9808. 

Boston  □  Boston  NOW's  Economic  Equity 

Taskforce  meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Ave.  7pm.  In¬ 
fo:  782-1056. 

12  Tuesday 


Natick  □  Training  begins  for  emergency  hotline 

volunteers  working  with  battered  women  and  victims  of 
sexual  assault.  Sessions  continue  until  May  24.  West 
Suburban  YWCA,  251  West  Central  St.  Info:  653-4464, 
235-S6I3. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  coming-out  rap.  DOB,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  In¬ 
fo:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Boston  NOW’s  Reproductive  Rights 
Taskforce  meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Ave.  7pm.  In¬ 
fo:  782-1056. 

13  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Mass.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus  hosts 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights  Bill  Lobby  Day. 

Workshops  and  orientation  start  at  9:30am  at  25  Beacon 
St.,  then  move  to  the  State  House  for  afternoon  appoint¬ 
ments  with  legislators.  Info:  262-1565. 

Cambridge  □  “Say  It,  Sister”  discussion  of  “The 
Lure  of  Soap  Operas”  with  Karen  Lindsey  and  a  member 
of  “Two  in  Twenty,”  a  lesbian  soap  opera.  WMBR, 
88.IFM.  7-8pm. 

Cambridge  □  Boston  Mobilization  for  Survival  presents 
“The  Uprising  in  the  West  Bank  —  An  Eyewitness 
Report”  by  Marty  Rosenbluth,  West  Bank  resident. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  MIT  room  4-270.  7:30pm.  $3.  In¬ 
fo:  354-0008. 

Boston  □  Boston  NOW's  Lesbian  Rights  Taskforce 
meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Ave.  7pm.  Info: 
782-1056. 

14  Thursday 

Cambridge  □  Newcomers’  group.  DOB,  2nd  floor 
west,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  starts  5PM.  Pasteup:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Am  Tikva  Holocaust  Memorial  Ser¬ 
vice  “Yom  HaShoah,"  in  remembrance  of  all  Jews,  gays, 
and  Lesbians  consumed  by  the  fires  of  the  Holocaust. 
MIT  Chapel  (in  front  of  Kresge  Auditorium),  43  Mass. 
Ave.  7:30pm.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  eve7  Thursday.  Rm.  801,  Boston 
City  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  267-2113. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbians  Choosing  Children  Net¬ 
work  topic:  “The  Decision  to  Parent."  The  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30pm.  Free.  Info:  354-8807 
(TTY/voice). 

15  Friday 

Boston  □  Ongoing  healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all 
those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Meets  every  Friday.  Santa 
Fe  Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  10pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 


Cambridge  □  Women’s  coffeehouse  features  Sparky 
Allison,  folk/country/rock  singer.  The  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm-midnight.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  “Women’s  Rights  as  Human  Rights: 
Possibilities  and  Contradictions.”  Annual  Harvard 
Law  School  Human  Rights  Program  conference,  with  film 
and  discussion  at  7:30pm  Friday,  and  Symposium  Satur¬ 
day,  9am-6:30pm.  Pound  Hall,  Harvard  Law  School.  Info: 
495-9362. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  every  Friday  night  for  HIV  positive, 
PWA's,  PWARC's,  lovers,  friends,  and  the  worried  well. 
Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  HIV 
status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  755-3773. 

16  Saturday 

Boston  □  “Sex  and  the  Older  Gay  Male.”  Lec¬ 
ture/discussion.  Prime  Timers  Club.  All  older  gay  men 
welcome.  Lindemann  Health  Center,  Revere  Room,  25 
Staniford  St.  2-4pm.  Info:  Box  352,  Reading,  MA. 

Boston  □  “Body  Electric:  Healing  with  Group 
Sensual  Massage”  for  gay  and  bisexual  men,  led  by 
Mykolas  Hazen.  7:30pm.  $12.  Info:  522-9164. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and 
stories  of  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS 
crisis  every  Saturday.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater 
music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Somerville  □  Libana’s  annual  Spring  Concert 

Somerville  Theatre,  55  Davis  Square.  8pm.  $10.50  and 
$12.50.  Info:  625-1081. 

Brighton  □  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  study  group 

10:30am.  Info:  Michael,  965-2423. 

Worcester  □  Women's  Energy  Against  Violence 
(WEAVE)  presents  Sara  Laughs  to  benefit  Worcester's 
annual  "Take  Back  the  Night"  march  scheduled  for  May 
6.  YWCA,  I  Salem  Sq.  8pm.  $5  in  advance,  $6  at  door. 
Info:  798-5450. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Theological  Center  presents 
“Claiming  Possibility:  Constructing  a  Politics  of 
Difference.”  Bring  a  bag  lunch,  beverages  provided. 
Episcopal  Divinity  School,  Washburn  Auditorium,  99 
Brattle  St.  I0am-3pm.  $7-10,  more  if,  less  if.  Info: 
277-1330. 

Boston  □  Dorchester  GALA  night  at  the  1270. 

1270  Boylston  St.  9:30pm. 

17  Sunday 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  pesents  ongoing  healing 
group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support. 
Meets  every  Sunday.  Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics 
room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 

Boston  □  Boston's  Other  Voice  special  guest  Joseph 
Kramer  of  The  Body  Electric  School  of  Massage  and 
Rebirthing.  He  speaks  on  “Six  Ways  to  Prolong  Orgasm, 
and  Other  Sexual  Secrets  of  the  East  and  West.”  WROR 
98.5FM.  12:30am  (Monday  morning). 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 
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Romanovsky  and  Phillips  in  concert.  Masonic 
Temple,  1950  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  April 
2. 


By  Jim  Fauntleroy 

The  Masonic  Temple  on  Mass.  Ave.  just 
past  Porter  Square  is  not,  on  the  face 
of  it,  an  ideal  place  for  a  concert.  The 
hall  features  no  fewer  than  eight  U.S.  flags 
hanging  from  the  ceiling  and  a  stilled  mirror 
ball  that  doesn’t  seem  likely  to  resume 
twinkling  soon.  But  Saturday’s  show  by 
Romanovsky  and  Phillips  showed  how  good 
performers  and  an  enthusiastic  audience  can 
The  concert  was  sponsored  by  BILGA  — 
the  Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian  and  Gay 
9  Alliance.  BILGA 
:  works  to  coordinate 
the  activities  of 
Boston-area  college 
gay  and  lesbian  student  groups  and  has  done 
us  all  a  favor  by  managing  to  bring 
Romanovsky  and  Phillips  to  Boston  for  the 
first  time  in  several  years, 
several  years. 

The  singers  started  off  with  an  opening 
song  about  opening  songs,  wearing  outfits  that 
provided  a  quick  synopsis  of  the  per¬ 
sonalities  we  would  be  enjoying  for  the  next 
few  hours.  Paul  was  bright  and  flashy  with 
his  blond  hair,  rhinestone  ensemble  and 
white  fringed  cowboy  jacket.  He  kept  the 
evening  floating  on  his  almost  dishy, 
stream-of-consciousness  patter.  In  contrast, 
Ron  was  in  basic  black,  but  with  silver 
touches  that  caught  your  eye  as  the  evening 
went  on.  He  waited  Paul  out  and  then  drop¬ 
ped  a  quick  aside  in  at  just  the  right  place. 

The  pacing  was  quirky  at  first.  Each  of 
the  songs  was  separated  by  a  long  chat  with 
the  audience,  mostly  from  Paul.  This  was 
pleasant  in  a  couple  of  different  ways.  It 
gave  an  informal,  spontaneous  atmosphere 
that  made  the  songs  seem  even  more  per¬ 
sonal  than  on  the  recordings.  It  also  allowed 
the  songs  to  range  widely  in  emotional  tone. 
Paul’s  light-hearted  “Womb  Envy”  was 
followed  by  Ron  singing  lead  for  “Family  of 
Lovers,”  a  song  about  the  older  man  he  fell 
in  love  with  when  he  was  16. 

The  topics,  too,  moved  around  the  map. 
A  comic  song  about  losing  your  lover  to 


Intimate  entertainment 

A  playful  evening  with  Romanovsky  and  Phillips 


Romanovsky  and  Phillips 

AT&T  and  phone  sex  was  followed  by  a 
story  about  how  coming  out  can  provide 
wonderful  teaching  experiences.  “Womb 
Envy’s”  longing  for  the  joys  of  giving  birth 
was  followed  by  Paul  describing  how  few 
men  had  the  nerve  to  raise  their  hands  when 
he  used  to  ask  how  many  in  the  audience 


could  identify  with  him.  Finally  one  night 
three  women  raised  their  hands.  Paul 
thought  they  hadn’t  gotten  the  point  of  his 
question,  but,  as  they  explained  to  him 
afterwards,  they  were  acting  in  solidarity 
with  their  brothers  who  were  too  shy  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves.  “Saved  by  the  lesbians 


again,”  he  sighed.  “When  are  we  going  to 
get  our  act  together  and  start  saving  them?” 

While  this  breadth  of  view  was  loving  and 
refreshing,  on  the  whole,  the  first  half  of  the 
show  was  held  down  by  the  far-flying  style. 
A  mood  would  grow  from  one  song,  be 
shifted  by  a  contrasting  story,  and  then  be 
changed  entirely  for  the  next  number.  It 
wasn’t  until  the  middle  of  the  second  half 
that  things  really  started  rolling  and  taking 
on  a  life  of  their  own. 

It  started  with  Ron  soloing  on  “He 
Wasn’t  Talking  to  Me,”  a  quiet  and  wistful 
ballad  that  segued  into  the  upbeat 
and  spiky  “Give  Me  a  Man 
Who’s  Glad  to  Be  Gay.”  This  was  a  pride 
anthem  about  being  gay  with  a  few  nudges 
at  those  carrying  their  closets  with  them  to 
the  bars  (Straight  looking  marine  seeks/ 
straight  looking  cop  to  please/  How  straight 
can  they  look/  when  they’re  down  on  their 
knees?). 

But  the  emotional  high  point  came  with 
the  final  song  of  the  regular  set,  “A  Person 
Living  With  AIDS.”  I  hope  this  song  will  be 
on  their  newest  album  ( Emotional  Roller¬ 
coaster,  due  to  be  available  in  fine  book  and 
record  stores)  in  a  couple  of  months.  The 
song  talked  about  life  going  on  within  a 
fight  with  AIDS  and  captured  many  of  the 
personal  twists  that  come  from  living  during 
this  epidemic. 

All  of  Romanovsky  and  Phillips’  songs 
are  intimate,  often  with  a  single  instrument 
accompanying  their  voices.  But  with  this 
song  and  the  encores,  the  entire  hall  was 
drawn  into  the  circle  without  losing  that 
sense  of  an  individual’s  emotions  and  cares 
being  expressed.  The  three  encores  ranged 
from  the  title  song  of  the  new  album,  featur- 
g>  ing  audience  participation  screams  down  the 
l  rollercoaster,  to  the  bouncy  “Trouble  in 
I  Paradise”  with  playful  asides  of  “guess 
who?”  during  its  description  of  the  ups  and 
downs  of  a  gay  couple. 

The  evening  was  friendly,  open,  political, 
funny,  sexy,  and  a  delight. 


RIZZOLl  BOOKSTORE 


From  the  author  of  A  BOY’S  OWN  STORY 


THE  BEAUTIFUL  ROOM 
IS  EMPTY 

By  Edmund  White 

In  this  the  second  of  what  Edmund  White  plans  as  a  quartet  of 
autobiographical  novels,  the  transparent,  artfully  unreflective 
prose  takes  its  narrator  from  entry  into  the  gay  life  to  the  creation 
of  gay  political  consciousness  at  the  end  of  the  ’60s.  Knopf.  $  1 7.95 


“Mr.  White’s  success  lies  in  establishing  two  contradictory  truths: 
gay  men  are  very  much  like  straight  men;  and  gay  men  and  straight 
men  are  fundamentally  different.  He  does  so  by  the  meticulous 
reconstruction  of  the  very  texture  of  his  sexuality,  much  of  it 


sordid.” 


New  York  Times  Book  Review 


Mail,  phone,  credit  card  orders  accepted. 


Copley  Place  *  Boston  02116  *  437-0700 


THE  DIVINE  FILM  FESTIVAL  CONTINUES! 


SMELLING  IS  BELIEVING 


0«0 

PLUS  3  OTHER  FEATURES!  O  © 

ONE  ADMISSION  INCLUDES  4  FEATURES.  jO  O 

APRIL  Sth.--  °©° 
APRIL  14th. 


US.m.Cmcmjs 

NICKELODEON 


VVON.Xt* 

424  1S00 


Friday,  aprh  ttk 

POLYESTER,  IRE  DIANE  IINKIETTER  STORY,  DIVINE  WATERS,  RONDO  TRASHO  LOO— 5:30—1000 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  fth. 

POLYESTER  THE  DIANE  LINKLETTER  STORY,  DIVINE  WATERS,  MULTIPLE  MANIACS  100—5:30—1000 

SUNDAY  APRIL  Wk. 

POLYESTER  THE  DIANE  LINKLETTER  STORY,  DIVINE  WATERS,  FEMALE  TROUBLE  100—5:30 
FEMALE  TROUBLE  10:15pm 

MONDAY,  APRIL  M  t  TUESDAY,  APRIL  Wk 
POLYESTER  THE  DIANE  LINKLETTBl  STORY,  DIVINE  WATERS,  PINK  FLAMINGOS  IMF— 5:30 
PINK  FLAMINGOS  10:15?* 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  Wk 

POLYESTER  THE  DIANE  LINKLETTER  STORY,  DIVINE  WATERS,  LUST  IN  THE  DUST  IM>—5:30 
LUST  IN  THE  DUST  *4  10:15pm 

THURSDAY  APRIL  Wk 

POLYESTER  THE  DIANE  LINKLETTER  STORY,  DIVINE  WATERS,  TROUBLE  IN  MIND  100—5:45 
TROUBLE  IN  MIND  wOy  0:20?*  5<rtttln»4S»lff  hr  "Mftt*'1  l»  OOORAMA1 


Club  Cabaret 
presents 


A  New  Gay  Musical  Revue 

"Disappearing  Act,"  a  non-stop,  fast-paced  musical  revue, 
takes  a  disarming,  witty  and  critical  look  at  the  world  of  the 
urban  gay  male.  With  a  delightfully  diverse  musical  score, 
"Disappearing  Act"  covers  a  broad  variety  of  topics. 

Words  and  music  by  Mike  Oster. 

Now  thru  April  24,  every  Thurs.,  Fri.,  Sat.  and  Sun. 
Performance  time  is  7:30  p.m.  on  Thurs.,  Fri.  and  Sat. 
Two  performances  on  Sun.,  Brunch  at  1:00  p.m.  and  7:30  p.m. 
Ticket  price  is  $14.00  on  Thurs.  and  Sun.  evening,  $16.00  on 
Fri.  and  Sat.,  and  $27.50  for  Sun.  Brunch  (including  show, 
buffet,  cocktail,  tax  and  gratuity)  or  $12.50  for  show  only. 
$4.00  Food/Beverage  minimum  per  person. 

For  tickets  call  536-0972. 

Tickets  also  available  at  BOSTIX  and  TICKETRON. 


Club 


at  the  Club  Cafe 


209  Columbus  Avenue  at  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 


